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FMI NEWS August 1st 2013 
News gathered from press releases, Headlineauto, Motoring4Media, IAAF e-

Bulletin and AM-online during July 2013 
 

UK automotive industry growth and future development  
According to the Society of Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) 2012 was an 

exceptional year for UK automotive, with industry generating its highest ever 
turnover, increasing production and export volumes and attracting further 
investment, all while continuing to reduce the environmental impact of its 

products and processes. 
 

 UK automotive manufacturing turnover hits new £60bn high. 
 Total vehicle output climbed 8% in 2012 and car export volumes broke 

all-time records. 

 Automotive R&D expenditure grew 9% to £1.7bn. 
 Jobs in automotive manufacturing rose 2% to 146,000. 

 Industry performance improved across almost all environmental 
indicators. Manufacturing CO2 emissions (-3%), energy use (-5%) and 
waste to landfill (-8%) per vehicle produced all declined. 

 
The SMMT's latest Automotive Sustainability Report is more in-depth than ever 

before and for the first time includes wide-ranging analysis of the UK's 
expanding automotive supply chain. For every vehicle that is produced, more 
than 800,000 separate components and sub-components are needed, so 

ensuring that UK suppliers can access that demand is fundamental to the future 
prosperity whole industry. 

Attracting new talent and developing long-term training plans for current staff is 
at the heart of the UK motor industry's future plans. Through SMMT and the 
Automotive Council, industry is working hard to address skills gaps throughout 

the sector to maintain our global competitiveness, particularly in roles that 
support new technology development. www.smmt.co.uk/investment 

 

The government and automotive industry are investing £500 million each over 

the next ten years in an Advanced Propulsion Centre (APC) to research, develop 
and commercialise the technologies for the vehicles of the future. 

 
Backed by 27 companies in the sector, including supply chain companies, the 
commitment is expected to secure at least 30,000 jobs currently linked to 

producing engines and create many more in the supply chain. 
 

With £6 billion of investment in the UK over the last two years, 1.58 million 
vehicles produced in 2012, and four out of five vehicles exported to 100 
countries worldwide, the automotive sector has transformed itself into a real UK 

success story. 
 

This new strategy sets out how the UK can secure the long term future of the 
industry over the next 20 to 30 years by growing the UK share of the value 

chain and by getting ahead of the game in research and development (R&D) on 
low carbon vehicles. 

http://www.smmt.co.uk/investment
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The report looks at four key themes: 

 
1 Technology: how our vehicles are powered in future 

2 Supply chain: how government and industry can work together to grow the UK 
supply chain and win more overseas business.  
3 Skills: how the right skills are in place to build on the success of the sector 

Business environment.  
4 How to maintain the UK's competitiveness in the global auto industry. 

 
Professor Richard Parry-Jones said:  
 

"Businesses prefer consistency, stability and a clear path to the future in order 
to make investment plans. Driving Success, the automotive industrial strategy, 

sets out how industry will work together with the government over the next 20 
or 30 years. This is critical to sustaining and growing a thriving UK automotive 
sector in a highly competitive global industry." 

 
Last month Vince Cable announced the setting up of the Automotive Investment 

Organisation, headed up by Joe Greenwell, the former chairman of Ford of 
Britain, to lead on attracting inward investment in the UK. Over the past three 

years we have seen just over 7,500 jobs created or safeguarded in the 
automotive supply chain through Foreign Direct Investment. It was announced 
today that the Automotive Investment Organisation is aiming to double this 

figure to more than 15,000 jobs created or secured over the next three years.  
 

The strategy also outlines some of the challenges the sector faces including the 
need for a skilled workforce. Industry members of the Automotive Council and 
its working groups expect to recruit more than 7,600 apprentices and 1,700 

graduates over the next five years. 
 

The 27 companies backing the Advanced Propulsion Centre are: Bentley, BMW 
Group, Bosch, BP, Castrol InnoVentures, Caterpillar, Ford, GKN plc, High Value 
Manufacturing Catapult, Intelligent Energy, JCB, JLR, Lotus, MAHLE Powertrain, 

McLaren, Millbrook Proving Ground, MIRA, Morgan, Nissan, Optare, Productiv, 
RDM Ltd, Ricardo, SMMT, Tata Motors, Transport Systems Catapult Ltd, and 

West Midlands Manufacturing Consortium Ltd. 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/driving-success-uk-automotive-

strategy-for-growth-and-sustainability.  
 

www.gov.uk/government/policies/using-industrial-strategy-to-help-the-uk-
economy-and-business-compete-and-grow 
  

www.automotivecouncil.co.uk/ 
  

www.gov.uk/government/publications/growing-the-automotive-supply-chain-
the-road-forward-2012-update. 
 

 
A new £10 million prize to incentivise the development of the next generation of 

ultra-low emission cars has been announced. The prize will encourage 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/driving-success-uk-automotive-strategy-for-growth-and-sustainability
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/driving-success-uk-automotive-strategy-for-growth-and-sustainability
http://www.gov.uk/government/policies/using-industrial-strategy-to-help-the-uk-economy-and-business-compete-and-grow
http://www.gov.uk/government/policies/using-industrial-strategy-to-help-the-uk-economy-and-business-compete-and-grow
http://www.automotivecouncil.co.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/growing-the-automotive-supply-chain-the-road-forward-2012-update
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/growing-the-automotive-supply-chain-the-road-forward-2012-update
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commercial and investment opportunities in Britain's car industry through the 
next generation of technology. 

 
It will be given for the technological improvements which enable ultra-low 

emissions vehicles to run as long as and as far as conventionally fuelled cars, 
without needing to stop or burn fossil fuel. The prize will only be targeted at 
technology for everyday cars that are comparable in price to conventionally 

fuelled cars, in order to ensure the next generation of low-emission cars are 
affordable for all. The technology required to power these vehicles is a major 

contributor to the cost of these vehicles, improved energy storage will also help 
reduce costs. 
 

The new prize comes on top of investment the government is already making in 
ultra-low emissions vehicles. £400 million has already been committed in this 

parliament to help increase take-up of ultra-low emission vehicles, through 
subsidised unit prices. £500m of investment in the next parliament will allow the 
government to continue to support the industry and consumers to switch to the 

latest low-carbon technology. 
 

 

Business on the up for independent used car dealers 
Used car business is at last matching the strong performance seen in this year's 
new car market, according to the latest research by CAP Automotive, the used 
car information experts. 

 
This year has seen the new car market take off as manufacturers get behind 

their franchise dealer networks to drive sales harder with a wide range of finance 
incentives. In contrast, independent used car specialists were reporting a 
challenging market until May. But then a sharp improvement saw the most 

positive change in trading results between any April and May since the CAP 
survey of 100 independent used car dealers began 4 years ago. 

 
Not only did independents report a substantial improvement in May compared 

with April, sales results were reportedly significantly ahead of the same point 
last year. 
 

The mood is positive among independents with 84% of the dealer panel 
describing the current business climate as ‘stable', ‘good' or ‘very good'. They 

also expect good times to continue. 
  
CAP's Mike Hind said: "Despite the UK economy struggling to make any kind of 

meaningful recovery this year, motorists are clearly in the market to replace 
their vehicles. cap.co.uk  

 
 

End the motorway rip-off 
Motorway Service Areas are charging up to four times the high street price for 
basic food and drinks, according to research conducted by road safety charity, 

the Institute of Advanced Motorists (IAM).  
 
Motorists are dissatisfied with the value for money available at Motorway Service 

Areas but are left with little choice when making long trips around the country.  

http://goo.gl/8eDWf
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When asked to rate the price of food and drinks at Motorway Service Areas, 
more than half of respondents (51%) rated them unreasonable. 

 
The survey also found that sixty-five per cent of respondents are most likely 

only to stop at Motorway Service Areas just to use the toilet facilities. Price 
comparisons include: 
 

 A medium white coffee - £3.09 (£2.10 London high street) 
 A standard sized Mars bar - £0.95 (£0.79 London high street) 

 A pack of Walkers crisps - £1.05 (£0.95 London high street) 
 500ml bottle of water £2.09 (£0.95 London high street) 
 A basic cheese sandwich - £3.99 (£1.00 local high street) 

 
Fifty-four per cent of respondents consider the price of petrol at Motorway 

Service Areas unreasonable; hardly surprising with petrol prices averaging about 
ten pence per litre more than at off-motorway forecourts. The IAM is calling for a 
complete review of motorway prices, together with filling stations being forced to 

advertise their and their competitors’ fuel prices, as is the case in France. 
 

IAM chief executive Simon Best said: "Motorway Service Areas are supposed to 
be for motorists eat, drink and freshen up. It's very important to have a break 

every two hours and these costs will put people off stopping. Tired motorists 
pose a danger to themselves and other road users." 
 

"17,000 people every year break down on the motorway simply because they 
have run out of fuel, which can cause lane closures and delays for everyone.  

High petrol prices will put people off filling up.   
 
 

June new car registrations 
"Boosted by consistently strong private demand and further growth in June, half-

year new car registrations have topped the one million mark," said Mike 
Baunton, SMMT Interim Chief Executive. "June secured the 16th month of 

consecutive growth, a clear indicator that manufacturers and dealers are 
delivering desirable new products with tangible cost savings from the latest fuel-
efficient technology coupled to a wide variety of competitive finance offers. While 

there are still potential challenges ahead, recent robust growth suggests that the 
market is on course to perform well ahead of 2012 levels." 

 
 New car registrations passed the one million mark in June, growing 10% 

in the first half of 2013 to 1,163,623 units. 

 The UK new car market saw the 16th successive monthly rise in June, 
growing 13.4% to 214,957 units. 

 Private, fleet and business sectors grew from January to June, but private 
demand increased the most over the first half of the year, up 17.1%, after 

a 21.3% rise in June. 
 Motorists switching to more fuel-efficient cars have helped reduce average 

new car CO2 emissions to 129.1g/km in first half 2013, down 3.7% on a 

year ago. 
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UK total and private new car registrations, rolling annual total, 
December 2006 to date. 

 

VIDEO ANALYSIS: Half-year briefing from SMMT Head of Communications, Keith 

Lewis: http://youtu.be/-r8TxTtioLE 
 

Best sellers June          Year-to-date 
                
  1 Fiesta 11,332   1 Fiesta 63,040 

  2 Focus 9,128   2 Focus 47,675 
  3 Corsa 8,868   3 Corsa 46,147 

  4 Astra 7,074   4 Astra 33,731 
  5 Golf 5,875   5 Golf 32,131 

  6 3 Series 5,432   6 Qashqai 27,112 
  7 Polo 4,703   7 Polo 23,287 
  8 1 Series 4,678   8 3 Series 21,588 

  9 Qashqai 4,507   9 208 20,815 
  10 208 3,649   10 1 Series 20,007 

 
The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £59 
billion turnover and £12 billion value added. With more than 700,000 jobs 

dependent on the industry, it accounts for 10% of total UK exports and 
invests £1.7 billion each year in automotive R&D. Since 2000, huge strides 

have been made to reduce the environmental impact of its products throughout 
the life cycle. Improvements in manufacturing processes mean that in the last 
decade, energy used to produce each vehicle is down 43%, water use has been 

cut by 48% and 83% less waste enters landfill sites. Average new car tailpipe 
CO2 emissions have also been slashed and are down 23% versus 10 years ago to 

133g/km CO2. For more details, see SMMT’s Sustainability Report 2013 and 
Motor Industry Facts 2013 at www.smmt.co.uk/publications. 
 

 

Going to France? You need a breathalyser kit 

http://youtu.be/-r8TxTtioLE
http://www.smmt.co.uk/publications
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I wonder how many readers know that when motoring in France you are legally 
obliged to carry an NF certified breathalyser kit in your car. In fact French 

authorities recommend you carry two. You can get them from Halfords or online 
via www.alcosense.co.uk. 

 

Crazy approach to skills in independent sectors 
Just a week after winning Groupauto’s Autocare Garage of the Year award Andy 
Reynolds of AJ Reynolds Car & Truck Services gave his views on skills and 
integrity in the independent garage trade.  

 
“I'm very passionate about skills levels and qualifications. At present it concerns 

me how many Independent garage owners may not have a trade qualification. 
Shouldn't the trade bodies be pushing for transparency and honesty from the 
Independent garages to show the customer who is repairing their vehicle? It's a 

crazy industry we are in as a person needs a qualification to shoe a horse yet 
anyone can open a new garage! The issue of safety seems to be forgotten.” 

 
“All my mechanics have an NVQ and our training continues after college through 
our membership of Autocare. Let's highlight the inadequacy of the untrained 

mechanic as well and stop him/her from continuing to give our industry a bad 
name.” 

 
 
The situation with DIY repairs is even crazier. Nick Hutton, operations director of 

car servicing website Prestige Car Servicing, has serious concerns about this 
trend for DIY servicing. “We began monitoring ‘self-servicing’ during the financial 

crisis to see if we could match them against engine break downs. The results 
have certainly not been what we expected.” 
 

“One customer tried to replace his head gasket, but used so much sealant that 
the excess was forced into the cylinders and from there into the engine. This 

invalidated his vehicle warranty and what should have cost £400 for a 
straightforward head gasket replacement ended up costing over £4,000 for a 

new engine.” 
 
Stories like this are, apparently, not uncommon. Another motorist came up with 

a novel solution when his rear tyre blew out by replacing it with a fire hose. 
Intended as a temporary measure to get to a tyre yard just a few miles away, 

his thrifty scheme failed when the mechanic told him his rear axle was bent and 
his wheel was buckled. The cost? The best part of £800. 
 

Another man used a Coca-Cola can to repair a hole in his exhaust by slicing the 
ends off to make a tube, before attaching it to the affected part of the exhaust 

and securing it with cable ties. Again, this was a short-term money saving 
solution, but what should have been a simple repair job resulted in the car 
needing an entire new exhaust system at a cost of over £500. 

 
“Doctors always advise against self-medicating,” said Mr. Hutton, ‘and with a car 

it is no different. Of course we understand that times are hard and that vehicle 
owners will want to look for lower cost alternatives, but for the vast majority of 
people a ‘self-service’ will end up costing much more in the end.” 

 

http://www.alcosense.co.uk/
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Research recently conducted by CarsandGarages has confirmed what many 
people have long suspected - few of us have the time or know how to fix our 
cars anymore – the survey indicated that 80.5% of car owners don’t fix their 

own vehicle; with only a small percentage of motorists claiming they were happy 
to fix problems. These findings should be great news for garages - as car owners 

are increasingly reliant upon them - but is there a sting in the tail for consumers 
and garages alike?  
 

Fixing a car is becoming more and more difficult, as each new vehicle released 
sports ever more advanced technology. Art Jacobsen Car-MD’s vice president 

says that while car manufacturers are building vehicles to last longer, cars have 
also become more difficult to repair. “Many built-in diagnostics systems are 
designed as a barrier to entry,” he says, explaining that car manufacturers are 

increasingly finding ways to monopolize business generated by repairs. 
(http://autos.yahoo.com/news/10-most-common-car-repairs.html?page=all).  

 
The CarsandGarages survey found that 50% of people who searched for a 
garage online selected one that had positive customer reviews. Independent 

research carried out by the ‘Local Consumer Review Centre’ found that 72% of 
people said that they trusted online reviews as much as personal 

recommendations. (http://searchengineland.com/study-72-of-consumers-trust-
online-reviews-as-much-as-personal-recommendations-114152).  
 

As motorists rely increasingly on garages to diagnose and fix their vehicles, the 
need for those same motorists to access information about garage quality and 

reliability has never been more vital. CarsandGarages is one such source of this 
information, the website features almost 5,000 garage reviews provided by 
motorists – many of which are ‘verified,’ where the customer can be confirmed 

as having used the garage. The site also provides a range of useful additional 
information such as the services the garage offers, marques they specialise in 

and of course contact details.  
 

61% of motorists in the survey also said that they choose a garage due to it 
being recommended by a friend or family member and 72% said that they would 
then go on to review the service they received from the garage. It is clear from 

this that there is an immense opportunity to harness customer reviews and 
feedback, but equally there is an important warning to garages that they need to 

maintain a high quality of service and customer satisfaction.  
 
Trade memberships are also an increasingly common approach used by garages 

to demonstrate their quality and service – the CarsandGarages survey found 
that 65% of those questioned would be encouraged to use a garage if they were 

part of such a scheme (e.g. Trust my Garage or Motorcodes), but only 18% said 
they would choose a garage ‘specifically’ because they were part of such a 
programme. These findings support an additional feature of the CarsandGarages 

approach, with the site providing the opportunity to show trade membership 
affiliations for garages as well as customer reviews. www.carsandgarages.co.uk/ 

 
 

Driving up fuel efficiency and driving down motoring costs 

http://autos.yahoo.com/news/10-most-common-car-repairs.html?page=all
http://searchengineland.com/study-72-of-consumers-trust-online-reviews-as-much-as-personal-recommendations-114152
http://searchengineland.com/study-72-of-consumers-trust-online-reviews-as-much-as-personal-recommendations-114152
http://www.carsandgarages.co.uk/
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The automotive industry has begun its drive to help UK motorists save more 
than £6.8 billion each year through driving more efficiently. Six of the UK's 

leading automotive bodies state that official European mpg (fuel efficiency) 
figures are within every driver's reach just by adopting simple improvements to 

their driving style. 
 
"Motorists could save around 20% on fuel costs by making a few simple changes 

to the way they drive. We have rallied as an industry to communicate this 
message at all levels so motorists have the skills to save money and help the 

environment," said Mike Baunton, SMMT Interim Chief Executive. "Official 
European mpg figures are a guide to how cars can perform, but the biggest 
factor in getting maximum mpg is the driver and that's why we're so keen to 

help drivers realise the benefits." 
 

The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT), AA, British Vehicle 
Rental and Leasing Association, Guild of Motoring Writers, Institute of Advanced 
Motorists, Motor Codes, RAC and high-profile motoring media have rallied behind 

the win-win cause. Driving more efficiently could save the typical driver around 
£200 per year so, across the country, this adds up to savings of more than £6.8 

billion annually. Today's cars are around 23% more efficient than they were just 
10 years ago, so motorists upgrading vehicles stand to save even more. 

 
Quentin Willson, motoring journalist said, "Everybody can make a dramatic 
difference to their mpg if they learn the simple craft of driving economically. 

Gentle pedal pressure, anticipation and watching the trip computer can improve 
economy by as much as 20%. Consumers aren't taught how to save fuel and its 

time they were." 
 

Fuel-efficient driving tips 

 
 Read the road 

Anticipating the actions of other motorists and the road ahead can reduce 
harsh acceleration and braking, cutting down fuel use on every journey. 

 Reduce drag 

Simple fixes such as removing roof/cycle racks when not in use or keeping 
windows closed at high speed helps vehicles to remain streamlined. 

 Keep tyres inflated 
In the UK around 10 million cars typically have dangerously under-inflated 
tyres. Correct inflation would save one million tonnes of CO2 emissions 

and around £440 million in fuel costs per year. 
 Remove excess weight 

Removing unnecessary items from a vehicle is a cheap and easy way to 
reduce fuel consumption. 

 Be energy smart 

Only use air conditioning systems when necessary, opening windows at 
lower speeds can better for fuel efficiency. 

 Consider a driving efficiency course 
Making a 20% cut in your fuel bill could add pounds to your pocket, so 
investing in a driving efficiency course could pay for itself. 

 Regularly service your car 
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Simple maintenance such as using manufacturer-approved oil, replacing 
air filters and checking wheel alignment can make an important difference 

to fuel consumption. 
 Buy a newer vehicle 

Today's cars are around 23% more efficient than they were just 10 years 
ago, so motorists upgrading vehicles stand to save even more. 

  

 

OFT turns down Fairfueluk’s call for oil pricing enquiry 
Quentin Willson of FairFuelUK and Robert Halfon MP with 4 other MPs 
delivered the Campaign's Call for a full open and transparent inquiry into Oil 

Pricing to the Offices of Fair Trading. The FairFuelUK petition was signed by 
32,000 supporters. 
  

The OFT issued a rapid response to FairFuelUK's Petition. Despite the 
Campaign's call for action the OFT statement seems to say that they will not be 

investigating the Oil Pricing Process even though millions of the UK Public and 
businesses want them to do exactly that. 
  

Quentin Willson of FairFuelUK said:  'I can't understand why a UK regulator can't 
take information and evidence from US Senate and European Commission 

investigations and conduct their own. If the OFT processes are getting in the 
way of a full oil price market investigation in this country, then maybe it’s time 
to change the processes. It’s time for a Parliamentary enquiry into the damage 

oil price speculation does to the UK economy.' 
 

Reacting to reports of a summer surge in petrol and diesel prices FairFuelUK 
spokesman Quentin Willson said, 'The most chilling observation in these reports 
is the view that speculators are 'betting' on rising fuel prices.  That means that 

people are playing a 'casino' with the livelihoods of every family and business 
that relies on fuel.   

 
The Government needs to take bold action on two fronts.  First, they need to cut 

the eye watering level of fuel tax that we pay - Fuel Duty and VAT amount to 
nearly 80p a litre.  Second, they need to pressure the Office of Fair Trade and 
the Bank of England to follow the lead of the EU and USA regulators to make 

sure that the 'casino' traders are not deliberately manipulating the market for 
their own personal and corporate gain'. 

  
Reference: http://www.fairfueluk.com/quentins_blog.php?entry_id=1373884988 
 

 

Men better than women at practical driving test 
The Department for Transport has reignited the battle of the sexes by revealing 
that men are more likely to pass the practical driving test. As such - between 

April 2012 and March 2013 - 682,699 males faced an examiner of which 
345,599 met the required standard. This equated to 50.6%. In contrast, 
753,774 women took the test of which 331,653 passed. This equated to 44% 

which was 6.6% less. The combined pass rate was therefore 47.1% which was 
fractionally higher than the previous year (April 2011 to March 2012).  

 

http://www.fairfueluk.com/quentins_blog.php?entry_id=1373884988
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Furthermore, youngsters were more successful than those with a few laughter 
lines. The pass rate for seventeen to nineteen year old motorists - irrespective of 

gender - was therefore 50.7%. In contrast, only 45.8% of those in their twenties 
met the standard and the thirty-plus pass rate was 38.8%. Finally, 35.6% and 

32.8% of those in their forties and fifties were successful. There were, however, 
a ninety-one year old man and two eighty year old ladies that smashed through 
the age barrier and succeeded. 

 
Practical Driving Test Requirements 2013 

The practical driving test has several components. The first is the eyesight check 
that requires the candidate to read a new-style registration plate from 20 
metres, or an old-style equivalent from 20.5 metres. Glasses or contact lenses 

can be worn if necessary.  
 

This is followed by two vehicle safety questions that are more commonly known 
as the “show me tell me” questions. The candidate might therefore have to 
“show” the examiner how to check the level of the engine oil. This, of course, 

requires him/her to open the bonnet, identify/remove the dip-stick, and check 
the oil level against the minimum and maximum markers. In contrast, the “tell 

me” question might require the candidate to explain how he/she would check 
that the vehicle's brakes operate properly or how to top-up the windscreen 

washer fluid.  
 
The next step is to drive for approximately 40 minutes. This, of course, requires 

the candidate to control the vehicle to a reasonable standard, position it 
correctly, and follow traffic signs. Initially, the examiner sets the route which 

incorporates a variety of challenges such as roundabouts, junctions, etc. The 
candidate must also reverse the car (say) into a parking bay or around a corner.  
 

Finally, the candidate must complete the independent driving section by 
following traffic signs, a series of directions, or a combination of both. The 

purpose of this section is to prove that he/she can make correct, independent, 
decisions. 
 

Restrict school run 
Parents should be banned from driving their children all the way to school as 

making them walk would tackle obesity, a health expert has claimed. Professor 
John Ashton – who was recently elected President of The UK's Faculty of Public 

Health – therefore told The Times that: “one of the things we should be doing is 
strictly prohibiting cars stopping outside school to drop kids off” - and that there 
could be “drop-off points” a few hundred yards away. This, however, would 

require expensive infrastructure changes.  
 

The Professor also said that encouraging kids to walk a quarter of a mile per-day 
from these drop-off points would “make a difference”. He also said that we are 
“used to this idea that our children are not going to be as well off as we have 

been but I don't think anybody has really expressed yet that they may not be as 
healthy either.” A lack of exercise and junk-food might ensure that.  

 
The Professor therefore said that these factors could cause a crisis that writes-
off “a generation”. But whatever the benefits of walking there would be 

opposition from parents. The Telegraph therefore reported that the Chief 
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Executive of Mumsnet, Justine Roberts, said: "I suspect there will be a mixed 
reaction to this because some people will find it quite hard to manage in 

practical terms." The proposal might also be resisted by those that loath the idea 
of a nanny state. 

 
 

Sleepy drivers 
Road safety charity Brake and Direct Line today reveal more than half of drivers 
(55%) are ignoring basic advice to take rest breaks at least every two hours on 

long journeys, while one in ten (9%) don't stop at all on long journeys unless 
they absolutely have to. Many also admit failing to get enough sleep the night 

before a long journey, as less than half (45%) make sure they get at least seven 
hours' sleep. 
 

The survey of 1,000 drivers from across the UK by Brake and Direct Line showed 
widespread complacency about the risks of tired drivers on long journeys. It 

found: 
 

 Male drivers are far more likely to drive for longer periods without 

stopping. 14% of male drivers have driven for six hours or more without 
stopping, compared with 3% of female drivers. 

 Half of male drivers (50%) have driven for four hours or more without 
stopping, compared with a third (31%) of females. 

 A third of drivers (35%) admit sometimes or always trying to push on if 

they feel sleepy at the wheel. 38% of males do this compared to 31% of 
females.  

 
Driver tiredness is one of the biggest killers on our roads. In the UK driver 
tiredness is estimated to cause one in five deaths on trunk roads. In 2011 in 

Great Britain it was reported 84 people were killed and 420 suffered serious 
injuries in tiredness related crashes, although the real figure could be higher, 

because it can be difficult to prove when a crash is caused by a driver falling 
asleep. They tend to be high-speed crashes, because drivers do not brake before 

crashing, so the risk of death or serious injury is greater. 
Read about Brake's Wake up! campaign. 
 

Advice for drivers is; 
 

Get plenty of sleep before a journey, plan your journey to include time for 
adequate rest and don't set out if you are already tired. Take rest breaks at least 
every two hours for a minimum of 15 minutes. 

 
If you feel tired when driving, listen to the warning signs straight away and stop 

for a break somewhere safe as soon as you can. Sleep ensues faster than you 
think - trying to fight off sleep by opening the window or listening to the radio 
puts you at risk of ‘microsleeps', when you nod off for two to 30 seconds without 

remembering it. Microsleeps can be fatal: at 70mph a driver travels 200m in six 
seconds. However, fatigue can even affect your ability to drive safely long before 

microsleeps occur. 
 
If you start to feel sleepy while driving stop for at least a 15 minute break 

somewhere safe. If you drink caffeine, drink two cups of coffee or preferably a 

http://www.brake.org.uk/take-action/wakeup.htm
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high-caffeine energy drink, then take a 10-15 minute snooze. By the time you 
wake up any caffeine will have kicked in and you may feel alert enough to 

continue your journey. If you still feel tired, or you still have a long way to go, 
you should stay put and try to find somewhere to get a good night's sleep. 

Caffeine is a temporary drug and its effects do not last long. Sleep is the only 
long-term cure to tiredness. 
 

 

The road to autonomy 
We have cars that park themselves and cars that will brake automatically to stop 
them crashing into the car in front. But what about cars that completely drive 

themselves? It's no longer science fiction, the technology is already available but 
the challenge is still significant, says Martin Leach, chairman of automotive 
services provider Magma Group. 

 
"We have the viable technology and there have been a number of trialled 

applications. The big challenge is bringing it to market," he said. "There will be a 
degree of resistance from the public initially, particularly when it comes to 
trusting the technology at high speeds. The biggest impact will be how the car 

socially repositions itself." 
 

The traditional concept of personal freedom to go anywhere when you want is 
already under threat from metropolitanisation, congestion and environmental 
issues, said Leach. In addition, young people do not find cars quite as exciting as 

previous generations. 
 

"There is an opportunity to place the car at the forefront of technology. The car 
that drives itself opens all sorts of opportunities, being able to multi-task on the 
way to work while the car automatically platoons in a high speed lane. 

"Driverless delivery vehicles can be sequenced to make automatic deliveries at 
various times of day and night." 

 
Leach believes it will be another 10 years before autonomous cars take to the 

road, able to interact with ‘old' technology vehicles and still allowing a human to 
take control. It will take at least 30 years for completely autonomous vehicles to 
be the norm. 

 
"The technology will also enable a lot of people - the elderly, disabled or blind 

who might otherwise not be mobile," he added. 
 
Where could the technology roll out first? While many believe the emerging 

infrastructure in China could take a lead, Leach thinks the US or Japan would 
make the ideal launch pads. 
 

 

One in 200 drivers caught driving uninsured 
226,803 drivers in the UK have points on their licence for driving without 

insurance, according to a Freedom of Information (FOI) request by the IAM 
(Institute of Advanced Motorists). The request, directed to the DVLA, revealed 
that 194,997 full licence holders and 31,806 provisional licence holders have 

been caught driving without vehicle insurance and have received points for doing 
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so – one in two-hundred drivers. In the 17-35 age range, one in every 100 
people with a full driving licence has points for driving uninsured. 

 
Figures also show that in both licence categories and all age groups it is men 

who are far more likely to commit this offence. In the 17-24 age category, men 
are four times more likely to have points on their licence for driving uninsured 
than women. Other findings were: 

 
 People in the 25-35 age category are most likely to drive uninsured (81,003 with 

points). 
 Drivers over 65 were least likely to have points on their licence for driving 

without insurance (0.06%, or 3,867 people). 

 0.44% of people with a provisional license have been caught driving uninsured. 
 One in every 200 people with a full UK driving license has been penalised with 

points for driving without insurance.  
 
IAM chief executive Simon Best said: “These findings are shocking. Those 

200,000 individuals who drive whilst uninsured place the burden back on those 
who abide by the law through higher premiums and potentially the cost of 

vehicle repair. 
 

 “The most concerning fact is that this could just be the tip of the iceberg, as 
these numbers only represent those who have been caught and penalised.  
Insurance fraud and uninsured driving are also growing problems that need to 

be tackled through a coordinated approach from enforcement authorities. It is 
not acceptable that drivers pay up to £70 in higher premiums to compensate for 

those who ignore the law.” 
 
As well as six points and a fine for driving uninsured, an eighteen year-old with a 

£950 premium could expect to see this increase to £2,195.  For a thirty year-old 
it would increase from £228 to £462. 

 
Peter Harrison, car insurance expert at MoneySupermarket, said: “It’s 
astonishing how many drivers are still prepared to hit the road without 

insurance. Not only is it illegal but you could face thousands of pounds in 
liability, a conviction, six points on your licence and a hefty fine should you be 

caught out or be involved in a crash. To make matters worse, uninsured drivers 
cost the insurance industry £500 million each year. Furthermore, insurance fraud 
adds £39 to the cost of every motor premium and uninsured driving an extra 

£30 – this is not fair on law-abiding motorists. 
 

“The cost of insurance premiums will no doubt have influenced the decision from 
some drivers to forgo insurance altogether. However, the penalties for not 
having insurance are great, and could even result in your vehicle being 

confiscated. Although car insurance premiums may appear high, having suitable 
insurance and proving you are a safe driver will help bring premiums down over 

time. Not having insurance, and being caught without it, could result in you not 
being insurable in the future.” 
 

 

DVLA reveal the top 10 excuses for not buying a tax disc 
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According to information released by DVLA, motorists caught for not having a 
tax disc last year used a variety of excuses. Carolyn Williams, DVLA's Head of 

Digital Services, said: 
 

"The vast majority of people tax their car on time but it amazes me to see the 
excuses people come up with.  It is easier than ever before for people to tax 
their car and our digital services are designed to be used any time of day or 

night to fit in with people's lifestyles - so there really is no need for silly 
excuses." 

 
The 10 silliest excuses: 
1.    My accountant told me I'm due a tax rebate so I didn't think I needed to 

pay again this year. 
2.    I was on my way to the Post Office to tax the car and called into the betting 

shop - there was a horse running at Doncaster called ‘Don't Do It' so I bet on 
that with my car tax money instead - it lost. 
3.    My mate said that if the cost of the tax is more than what the car is worth 

you haven't got to pay it - it's not, so I didn't. 
4.    I fell out of a tree picking plums and broke both my arms. 

5.    I took too much Viagra and couldn't leave the house. 
6.    I'd forgotten the motorbike was in my garage - it was hidden behind the 

BBQ so it's not my fault. 
7.    I had man flu and couldn't go to the Post Office. 
8.    I've been out of the country for four months and I forgot where I parked my 

car. 
9.    My dog ate the reminder. 

10. My reminder on my phone didn't work so it's not my fault. 
 

Buying a new car 
I thought I would add my own story about buying a new car so readers can 
judge whether the industry has improved its approach to customers. Having 

spent several years working for the late Ron Sewell it is a topic close to my 
heart. 

 
For the last 10 years I have been the happy owner of Chrysler PT Cruisers – two 
in fact. My current car is the 2.4 version auto and it is great. It has been 

regularly serviced and is probably one of the most environmentally clean cars on 
the road but the road tax for 12 months has now been increased to £475.00 

which is ridiculous. Enough is enough so I have decided that a change is needed. 
 
Last year I had the chance to test drive a Honda Jazz Hybrid. I was well 

impressed and decided that going the Hybrid route has to be the way forward. 
No road tax, great mpg and performance good enough for me. Because I had 

already had a road test in the Jazz this was at the top of my list. But I wanted to 
research the field so after assembling a bit of on-line info I hit the dealers for a 
day. I visited Honda, Toyota, Citroen, Peugeot, Ford, Vauxhall, Hyundai and Kia 

because I wanted to compare the latest efficient diesel and petrol engines as 
well as Hybrids. I figured the infrastructure for full electric was not strong 

enough yet. 
 
A big disappointment was Honda who kept trying to move me away from the 

Hybrid to a normal petrol engine. Maybe they had an availability problem with 
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the Hybrid or the salesman was on a deal for normal selling petrol? Whatever, 
they lost an easy sale. Ford and Vauxhall were very good in the showroom but 

only Vauxhall followed up my visit with a phone call. Apart from Toyota the 
others did not really have what I was looking for. 

 
The Toyota Yaris was my final choice with lots of add-ons. But it was not due to 
any great customer service. There was only one salesman in the showroom 

when I arrived but he was on the phone and did not even make eye contact. 
Eventually someone did come down from the upstairs office but he was very new 

with limited knowledge about Hybrids. 
 
He sat me down and with a lot of prompting from me and several trips back 

upstairs to confirm things I gathered enough information about the car and 
extras plus a Part Exchange estimate on my car. 

 
I made an appointment to bring my wife to the showroom to see the car and 
have a test drive. The keys were handed over and we had an unaccompanied 

test drive (missed opportunity to sell benefits and cement the deal). We had to 
spend time in a pub car park sorting through the electronics. However, we both 

agreed that this would be the car so we returned to firm up the details including 
0% finance, service contract, extras like Panoramic sunroof, etc. The salesman 

kept trying to sell me extras I had already said I didn’t want and this seemed to 
follow each time he went upstairs to clarify a point. He tried to get a £500 
deposit from me to secure the deal but I said we would contact him the following 

week after we had time to check whether we wanted any further extras. 
 

We returned with a few extras. He still tried to sell me extras I had previously 
turned down. After more trips upstairs we finalised a deal and I handed over the 
£500.00. Because of our colour choice and spec we had a fairly long delivery 

date. He tried to switch some of our spec to shorten this but we had made our 
choice. Since then he has made contact to start the finance agreement process. 

 
The sad conclusion is that things have changed very little since I was with 
Sewells in the early 1990s. I got the car I wanted after a struggle. Of course the 

story hasn’t ended because our delivery date is mid-September. I’ll let you 
know. 


