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FMI NEWS March 1st 2014 
News gathered from press releases, Headlineauto, Motoring4Media, IAAF e-

Bulletin and AM-online during February 2014 
 

End of smoking in cars with children 
MPs and health campaigners are celebrating a major Parliamentary victory, after 
the House of Commons backed new legislation to help prevent children from 

starting to smoke and making it an offence to smoke in cars where children 
under 18 are present. 

  
In a 2010 survey about one child in five reported often being exposed to 
smoking in cars. Children are particularly vulnerable to second-hand smoke as 

they have smaller lungs and less developed immune systems. Smoke in cars is 
particularly dangerous, as children are confined and smoke concentration often 

reaches very high levels. 
  
But smoking at the wheel can also lead to serious financial implications on top of 

any health issues as evidence from leading vehicle remarketing company, British 
Car Auctions (BCA) underlines. 

  
"The British Medical Association has previously released research showing the 

levels of toxins in a car can be up to 11 times higher than in a smoky bar", said 
Tim Naylor of BCA. "But if drivers aren't motivated by the health of their 
passengers, perhaps they will be by the diminishing health of their finances. 

Lighting up inside a car seriously devalues the vehicle for resale”. 
  

"Presentation is one of the top factors influencing the price of used cars. So if a 
car is more like an ashtray on wheels, chances are buyers will move on to find 
one that looks and smells fresh as a daisy." 

  
Professional valeting can alleviate most of the effects of smoking, but is 

expensive and time consuming and might mean replacing some interior trim, 
such as nicotine-stained headlinings and repairing any cigarette burns in the 
cabin. In the worst cases, this can represent an investment of several hundred 

pounds. 
  

  

Eating at the wheel and other distractions 
Drivers are being urged to take a break and enjoy their food away from their 

vehicles, as road safety charity Brake and Direct Line reveal more than six in ten 
(62%) have eaten at the wheel in the past year. Three in ten (29%) unwrapped 

food themselves at the wheel - a telling symptom of busy lifestyles putting lives 
at risk. Studies have suggested eating a meal at the wheel increases your risk of 
a devastating crash as much as talking on a phone. 

 
Brake and Direct Line's survey of 1,000 drivers reveals that in the past year: 

 
 Three in ten (29%) have opened and eaten food at the wheel. 
 A third (33%) has eaten food that was unwrapped and passed to them by 

a passenger. 
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 One in 50 (2%) has narrowly avoided a crash in the past year, having had 
to brake or swerve to avoid a hazard because they were distracted by 

food or drink. 
 

Brake and Direct Line's survey shows it's not just meal times being squeezed by 
our busy lifestyles, as one in five drivers (20%) admit to doing their hair, 
applying make-up or otherwise tidying up their appearance while at the wheel. 

One in 20 (5%) admit doing so in free-flowing traffic, risking appalling crashes. 
 

Eating at the wheel is part of the wider problem of distracted drivers, believed to 
contribute to around one in five crashes (22%). Drivers who attempt to multi-
task at the wheel are two to three times more likely to crash, and complex tasks 

like unwrapping and eating a burger increase the risk even more. The 
consequences can be deadly. Brake urges all drivers to give the road their full 

attention and save any other activities for regular breaks, which should be at 
least every two hours on long journeys.  
 

Brake recently welcomed the introduction of a new £100 fixed penalty notice 
that can be issued on the spot by police for „careless driving' offences. However, 

Brake believes £100 is not nearly enough to effectively deter risky law-breaking 
behaviour. The fixed penalty notice should be increased to at least £500 or 

preferably closer to £1,000, reflecting that it is a crime that endangers lives. 
Brake's own research has shown that nearly half of drivers (47%) think a fine of 
£500 or more is appropriate for offences including careless driving, and nearly 

half (46%) say they would take more care on the road if penalties were tougher. 
 

However, a more appropriate financial penalty is of little use unless there are 
enough road traffic police to detect risky law-breaking behaviour. Brake calls on 
government to stem worrying cut-backs in traffic policing by making it a national 

policing priority, to ensure we have sufficient numbers of specialist officers 
enforcing vital safety laws on roads. 

 
In a similar vein ‘children in the car‟ are the number one distraction for drivers, 
according to the latest survey of 1500 drivers by IAM and Vision Critical. 

Twenty-nine per cent of drivers admit that their children are their biggest 
distraction while driving.   

  
Busy lifestyles and a constant need to multitask also feature heavily with mobile 
phone use (24 per cent). and texting and social media updates (10 per 

cent)   also featuring.  Twenty-three per cent of young drivers (aged 18-24) find 
this a distraction. Other top distractions include: 

 
 Changing the radio channel (27%) 

 Back seat drivers (26%) 
 Sat nav (15%) 

 Attractive pedestrians, drivers or passengers (14%) 
  
Nearly a quarter of men (23 per cent) admit to being distracted by attractive 

people compared to three per cent of women. 
  

Distractions are a major cause of crashes. In the same survey, nine per cent of 
drivers admit that they have crashed because they were distracted. According to 
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police statistics, mobile phone use and other distractions were a factor in up to 
one hundred and five deaths on our roads last year. 

   
IAM's top tips for distracting kids: 

  
 Keep them occupied by introducing games that promote and reward quiet 

behaviour without needing the driver's direct involvement. 
  
 Portable games consoles or in-car DVD players will keep kids occupied for 

hours. But don't forget the headphones - the soundtracks can be just as 
distracting as the children.  

  
 If you are planning a long journey, make sure you're organised - take plenty 

of food and drink to avoid constant demands from the back seats. 
  
 Allow extra stops. Find somewhere for them to stretch their legs and let off 

steam, such as a playground or a park. Save yourself the panic and research 
some local parks and playgrounds where you plan to stop off. 

  
 Have a plastic bag (without any holes!) with you in case of travel sickness. 

  
 A second adult in the car to look after the children makes a massive 
difference, leaving the driver to concentrate on driving. 

  
 Don't turn round to deal with fighting kids while you're still in motion - find 

somewhere safe to stop first. 
  

 
Uninsured cars in UK 
The new Private Motor Insurance Market Report, published by Lake Market 

Research, includes some revealing and worrying results for insurers from in-
depth consumer research, as well as expert analysis of the latest insurance 

industry and Department for Transport (DfT) data.  
  
Amid consumer suspicions of profiteering, widespread mistrust of price 

comparison websites (PCWs) and the industry‟s “reluctance or inability to 
engage with consumers in a meaningful way”, Lake found that the overwhelming 

majority of motorists (84%) want the sector to be “more tightly regulated”. 
  
Perhaps most worrying for both the insurance industry and the public is the 

significant rise in the number of uninsured cars. Lake compared DfT data on the 
number of private cars in use and insurance industry data on the number of 

private cars insured. It found that the proportion of private cars insured peaked 
at almost 100% in 2006. With the financial crisis and the onset of recession, the 
proportion of private cars insured fell to just 91% in 2012. This is equivalent to 

2.5 million cars currently uninsured in the UK. 
  

Against this backdrop, all eyes now turn to the on-going Competition 
Commission (CC) investigation to see what action will be taken. In December 
2013, the CC published its provisional findings on the £11bn private motor 

insurance market. It found that “it is not working well for motorists” and is 
“looking at ways to reduce the cost of premiums”. 
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Lake Market Research managing director, Julie Hodgson, commented:  

 
“Fundamentally there is a lack of consumer confidence in the motor insurance 

market due to a lack of transparency. The increase in the number of uninsured 
cars is a real worry. Are people being priced out of using their cars or are there 
many more people driving around without insurance?  

  
Although 50% of motorists think fraudulent claims are the main cause of higher 

premiums, 6.9 million of them changed insurer last year. The Lake research 
found that very few changed due to a poor claims experience (1%) or poor 
customer service (2%). It is all about price. Motorists think they‟re being ripped 

off.  
  

Between 2010 and 2012, total net written premiums (insurers‟ income) rose by 
2.7% and net claims costs (insurers‟ outgoings) fell by 16%. However, this was 
offset by a 38% increase in commission and expenses payments. Despite many 

insurers reporting underwriting losses, it is clear that motorists haven‟t bought 
the industry‟s “we make losses on motor insurance” message.  

  
By cutting out the broker intermediaries and, at the same time, failing to foster 

close relationships directly with customers, insurers gifted the market to the 
aggregators. 47% of motorists currently use a PCW and 59% intend to use one 
in future. Gocompare is the market leader with a 20.4% share but 

Comparethemarket‟s share is rising. However, the fact that only 49% of 
motorists said they completely trusted PCWs implies a belief that prices are not 

as low as they could be via this avenue either. 
  
Many insurers have worked hard at developing retail brands but until they 

abandon cynical „opt out‟ clauses for policy add-ons in favour of more consumer-
friendly „opt in‟ arrangements, and adopt a more transparent customer service 

culture, their attempts to engage with motorists will be undermined by mistrust.   
  
Insurers are in danger of making the same mistake with telematics. Lake‟s 

research found that, while 12% of motorists are interested in telematics-based 
policies, few realise the costs frequently attached to using the car at peak times. 

If telematics-based policies result in significantly higher premiums, or an 
enforced reduction in car use, then calls for motor insurers to be regulated by 
legislation will grow.” 

  
The Private Motor Insurance Market Report is available at  

www.lake-research.com 
 
  

http://www.lake-research.com/
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Warning about text and e-mail licence renewal reminders 

 
   
The Driver Vehicle Licensing Agency has stressed that it never sends licence 

renewal reminders by text or e-mail - and that is a very important point. Why? 
Because motorists are receiving such messages from third parties and assuming 

they are from an official government source. This error can prove expensive.  
 
Motorists then follow the text/e-mail links to websites that have no affiliation 

with the DVLA. Despite this, some bare a striking resemblance that might 
confuse the unsuspecting. Drivers then complete – or to be accurate believe 

they complete the renewals online – and pay the relevant fees. But this does not 
result in new licences.  
 

Instead, the companies simply print the application forms and post them to the 
motorists. Some also check for errors and omissions. The paperwork must then 

be sent to the Driver Vehicle Licensing Agency which is the only body that legally 
produces licences. But let us be clear. It is legal to offer a form printing service 
assuming the provider does not misrepresent itself, or its service. Furthermore, 

some from printing companies offer a phone-based advice line which operate via 
premium rate numbers. These could increase any outlay exponentially. 

 
The photocard licence – for those aged less than seventy – typically expires after 
ten years. This is because a motorist's appearance can change considerably 

within that time and the photograph has to accurately represent the subject. 
Older motorists have to renew every three years. The process can be completed 

at a post office or via the post, but the most convenient method tends to be 
online. The direct route – that sidesteps the form printing companies – is 
www.gov.uk (then follow the links). Furthermore, the Driver Vehicle Licensing 

Agency sends a reminder through the post a few weeks before the license 
expires. As mentioned, there is never a text or e-mail reminder from this 

government source - so treat any message with caution. 

To renew online the driver must: have a valid UK passport issued within the last 
five years, be a resident of Great Britain, pay twenty pounds by MasterCard, 

Visa, Electron, Maestro or Delta, provide addresses of where he/she has lived for 
the last three years, have a driving licence (including the paper counterpart) if it 
is a photocard licence, have a National Insurance number, and not be 

disqualified from driving. 

http://images.motoring.co.uk/images/newsImages/millions-risk-fines-for-expired-driving-licence-54137-1.jpg
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See more at: http://www.motoring.co.uk/car-news/warning-about-text-and-e-
mail-licence-renewal-

reminders_60777?utm_source=motoring.co.uk&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_
campaign=newsletter&src=motoring#sthash.jXhidajU.dpuf 

 
 
Invest in apprentices or risk failure 

The Institute of the Motor Industry (IMI) is calling on the automotive sector to 
overcome its doubts about employing young people and to future proof 

businesses by hiring apprentices. The call to action comes on the back of new 
research by the IMI that breaks the myth that apprenticeships cost firms money 
and overwhelmingly demonstrates that there is a clear and significant financial 

return. 
  

The IMI's research shows that, by the end of their third year, a well-recruited 
apprentice can generate between 150% and 300% return on investment, based 
on a £50 hourly charge out rate. This means that for every £1 invested, the 

business nets between £1.50 and £3.00. Furthermore, apprentices who start 
with no experience typically generate profit within 18 to 24 months- much 

earlier than was previously assumed. 
   

Steve Nash, the IMI's CEO, comments: "Businesses must overcome their doubts 
about employing young people and invest in the future if our industry is to 
succeed as a whole. Overwhelmingly, the results from our recent study have 

shown that there is a clear financial return to the business within the 
apprenticeship, but the attitude and support of the employer to the apprentice is 

critically important. By giving a young person opportunities to apply their skills 
they will ultimately become better and more productive technicians much earlier 
than commonly perceived." 

  
To find out more about the IMI's research visit www.theimi.org.uk/roi 

 
 
SMMT UK new car registrations and car output 

 
 2013 confidence continues into January: 154,562 new cars registered, up 

7.6%. 
 Buyers attracted by fuel efficiency; typical new car 27% more efficient 

than seven-year-old model. 

 Alternatively-fuelled vehicle registrations increase 25% over January 
2013. 

 2014 set for more moderate growth than 2013. 
 
"The new car market ended 2013 on a high, so it is encouraging to see the 

January market start the year strongly, rising 7.6%," said Mike Hawes, SMMT 
Chief Executive. "As fuel economy is a major consideration for many motorists, 

ongoing investment by vehicle manufacturers in innovative, fuel-efficient 
technology is a key factor in the growing demand for new cars. Looking ahead, 
the UK automotive industry expects to see moderate, sustainable growth in 

2014." 
 

http://www.motoring.co.uk/car-news/warning-about-text-and-e-mail-licence-renewal-reminders_60777?utm_source=motoring.co.uk&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=newsletter&src=motoring#sthash.jXhidajU.dpuf
http://www.motoring.co.uk/car-news/warning-about-text-and-e-mail-licence-renewal-reminders_60777?utm_source=motoring.co.uk&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=newsletter&src=motoring#sthash.jXhidajU.dpuf
http://www.motoring.co.uk/car-news/warning-about-text-and-e-mail-licence-renewal-reminders_60777?utm_source=motoring.co.uk&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=newsletter&src=motoring#sthash.jXhidajU.dpuf
http://www.motoring.co.uk/car-news/warning-about-text-and-e-mail-licence-renewal-reminders_60777?utm_source=motoring.co.uk&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=newsletter&src=motoring#sthash.jXhidajU.dpuf
http://www.theimi.org.uk/roi
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Average mpg of new cars by segment – 12 months to January 2008 vs 
January 2014 (registration-weighted) 

 

January Total Diesel Petrol AFV Private Fleet Business 
                
2014 154,562 79,459 72,244 2,859 71,417 75,210 7,935 
2013 143,643 72,839 68,517 2,287 61,061 75,217 7,365 
% change 7.6% 9.1% 5.4% 25.0% 17.0% 0.0% 7.7% 
Mkt share '14   51.4% 46.7% 1.8% 46.2% 48.7% 5.1% 
Mkt share '13   50.7% 47.7% 1.6% 42.5% 52.4% 5.1% 
  
 
               
Year-to-date Total Diesel Petrol AFV Private Fleet Business 
                
2014 154,562 79,459 72,244 2,859 71,417 75,210 7,935 
2013 143,643 72,839 68,517 2,287 61,061 75,217 7,365 
% change 7.6% 9.1% 5.4% 25.0% 17.0% 0.0% 7.7% 
Mkt share '14   51.4%   46.7% 1.8% 46.2% 48.7% 5.1% 
Mkt share '13   50.7%   47.7% 1.6% 42.5% 52.4% 5.1% 

                
Best sellers January 

    
 

1 Ford Fiesta 9,072 
 

1 
  

 
2 Ford Focus 5,333 

 
2 

  
 

3 Vauxhall Corsa 4,470 
 

3 
  

 
4 Volkswagen Golf 4,390 

 
4 

  
 

5 Volkswagen Polo 3,875 
 

5 
  

 
6 Vauxhall Astra 3,399 

 
6 

  
 

7 Audi A3 3,130 
 

7 
  

 
8 Nissan Qashqai 3,028 

 
8 

  
 

9 Nissan Juke 2,704 
 

9 
  

 
10 Fiat 500 2,595 

 
10 
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Alternatively-fuelled new car registrations – 12 months to January 
2008, 2013 and 2014 

 

 Registrations of alternatively-fuelled vehicles (AFVs) outperformed the 

overall market in January 2014, growing 25% and taking an improved 
1.8% share of volumes. 

 Petrol-electric hybrids accounted for almost all AFV registrations in 2008. 

Since then, the increased availability of pure electric, plug-in and diesel-
electric powertrains has helped the overall AFV market gain more traction. 

 The new government/industry „Go Ultra Low‟ campaign to promote the 
advantages of ultra-low emission vehicles will provide a further stimulus 
to this important, growing market. 

 The Plug-In Car Grant (up to £5,000) continues to provide an important 
incentive to buyers of pure electric and plug-in vehicles. 

 
 
And total UK car output also made a solid start beginning the year just 0.3% off 

2013 performance. 
 

 Analysts expect growth over full year as newly introduced models move to 
full-scale production. 

 Signs of European market recovery significant for overseas trade. Around 

50% of exports go to EU. 
  

"UK car manufacturing made a solid start to 2014," said Mike Hawes, SMMT 
Chief Executive. "We expect domestic car output to accelerate throughout 2014 
as new model introductions reach full volume. Looking further ahead, we 
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anticipate further growth as investments by some of the world's biggest 
automotive brands become reality, creating more jobs and huge opportunities 

for UK-based suppliers." 
 

Car 

manufacturing 
Jan-13 Jan-14 

% 

Change  
YTD-13 YTD-14 

% 

Change 

Total 129,049 128,620 -0.3% 129,049 128,620 -0.3% 

Home 26,911 25,239 -6.2% 26,911 25,239 -6.2% 

Export 102,138 103,381 1.2% 102,138 103,381 1.2% 

% export 79.1% 80.4%   79.1% 80.4%   

 

Car output rolling year total     

 

Car output 2013 and AutoAnalysis 
forecasts 
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New green fuel could cost motorists billions 

 
   
Motorists in the United Kingdom could see fuel consumption rise considerably 

when a new environmentally friendly fuel is introduced, What Car? has claimed. 
Until recently, unleaded petrol could only contain up to 5% ethanol which 

minimises carbon emissions from the tailpipe. This mix is called E5.  
 
However, since March 2013 a revised British Standard for petrol – known as 

EN228 - has permitted oil companies to supply a blend which contains up to 
10% ethanol. This is called E10. Its forthcoming introduction will help the 

government satisfy the terms of the Renewable Energy Directive that requires 
10% of road transport energy to be from renewable sources by 2020. Ethanol, of 
course, can be produced from corn and sugar cane which can be replenished 

easier than oil.  
 

The concern is that E10 provides about 30% less energy than pure petrol, which 
is known as E0. The result is that a vehicle running the more environmentally 
fuel might require more of it to perform consistently – in terms of acceleration, 

etc. - than if it was burning E0 or E5. As such, What Car? has assessed its 
impact on various everyday vehicles. 

 
A MINI Paceman 1.6-litre Turbo returned 2.1mpg less on E10 than E0, and its 
emissions rose 1%. A Hyundai i30 1.4, in contrast, was 3.9mpg less efficient and 

its emissions increased 5.7%. Furthermore, a Dacia Sandero 0.9-litre managed 
5.1mpg less – and its emissions increased 7.3% - and a Toyota Prius 1.8 Hybrid 

returned 2.4mpg less. Carbon emissions were 1.7% higher. However, it is 
important to note that these figures compare E0 with E10 – whereas some 
motorists have been burning E5 for years. As such, some might find any 

variation less dramatic but any increase in consumption hurts motorists 
financially (particularly those that cover lots of miles).  

 
And there is a further potential concern and inconvenience. What Car? has 
revealed that millions of vehicles might not be compatible with the 

environmentally friendly fuel. As a rule of thumb, cars built after 2002 should 
operate normally but there are exceptions up to 2009. A UK list of problem cars 

is being compiled. The probable solution – assuming that E5 completely vanishes 

http://www.motoring.co.uk/images/newsImages/new-green-fuel-61157-1.jpg
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from the forecourts - is that motorists will add a fuel supplement. This will be a 
simple process which is familiar to owners of classic cars that were designed to 

burn leaded fuel.  
 

- See more at: http://www.motoring.co.uk/car-news/new-green-fuel-could-cost-
motorists-
billions_61157?utm_source=motoring.co.uk&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_ca

mpaign=newsletter&src=motoring#sthash.znqMpONL.dpuf 
 

 
Tyre maintenance madness risking lives 
Drivers failing to look after and replace their tyres are putting their own lives, 

and those of others in grave danger. The stark warning has been issued by 
TyreSafe after it received shocking images from one independent tyre dealer 

who was left flabbergasted by the state of one of its customers' tyres. 
  
The tyre, which was removed from a high performance BMW 3-series, was so 

worn, none of its tread pattern remained, making it virtually useless in the wet. 
Furthermore, the wear was so great on one shoulder of the tyre that it had 

started to destroy the integrity of the tyre carcass, with potentially fatal high 
speed consequences. 

   
Current UK law requires car drivers to have at least 1.6mm of tread on their 
tyres across the central three quarters of the tyre around its entire 

circumference. Those found to be in breach of this law can face fines of up to 
£2,500 and three penalty points per tyre. Indeed, in 2012 more than 170 drivers 

per week were successfully prosecuted in court for driving on defective tyres. 
  
However, more importantly, driving on illegal tyres can greatly reduce safety on 

the road, especially in wet conditions. The tyre's tread grooves help to evacuate 
water from the road surface, enabling the tyre to grip the road properly so that 

the vehicle can brake, steer and accelerate safely. Without adequate tread 
depth, all of these are greatly compromised, risking the safety of the driver, 
their passengers and other road users. 

  
To help drivers quickly assess if their car tyres are safe and legal, TyreSafe 

recommends taking the 20p test. Drivers simply need to insert a 20p coin into 
the main grooves of a tyre. If the outer band of the 20p coin is visible when 
inserted into the groove, then the tread is probably too low and should be 

inspected immediately by a qualified tyre professional. 
  

For more information about tyre safety, visit www.tyresafe.org. 
  
 

Use an approved garage 
Summarising the views of 57,000 people, the second annual Motor Codes Report 

paints a reassuring picture about consumer protection in the UK car market. 
  
Covering both new cars and car servicing, the report shows that 95% of people 

who used a Trading Standards-approved, Motor Codes garage would recommend 
it to friends and family and that only one in 10 new car buyers needs to make a 

warranty claim of any sort. 

http://www.tyresafe.org/
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 The report is based on a combination of online reviews, manufacturer and 

dealer group surveys of car service customers and a targeted survey of more 
than 3,000 new car buyers. 

 
Highlighting the change in customer experience since Motor Codes' inception in 
2008, the report shows improvements across the board.  Most striking is a 10% 

rise in satisfaction, from 84% to 94%, for those customers that use a main 
dealer to maintain their cars.   

 
Aside from the top-line figures, the results of the Motor Codes research provide 
insight across a number of aspects of the car ownership cycle. For example, the 

age of car being maintained by Motor Codes workshops has increased. 18% of 
cars in 2013 were 11 years or older, compared to just 10% in 2010. 

 
Chris Mason, Managing director of Motor Codes said, "You might think this a 
result of the recession but, when coupled with a fall in warranty claims for cars 

up to two years old, this points to ever-increasing levels of quality in new 
cars.  We think this is creating a far more satisfied owner, happy to keep their 

car for longer." 
 

The full Motor Codes Report can be seen at motorcodes.co.uk  
www.motorcodes.co.uk/images/stories/documents... 
  

 
Denmark Shows Higher Speed Limits Are Safer 

A two-year experiment by the Danish road directorate shows accidents have 
fallen on single-carriageway rural roads where the speed limit was 
raised.  Accidents have also fallen on motorways where the speed limit has been 

increased. 
 

Since the speed limit on some stretches of two-way rural roads was increased 
from 80 to 90 km/h, accidents have decreased due to a reduction in the speed 
differential between the slowest and fastest cars. This has resulted in less 

overtaking.  The slowest drivers have increased their speeds, but the fastest 15 
per cent drive one km/h slower on average, despite the higher limit. While the 

average speed remains similar to before, the speeds are more homogeneous on 
the roads in question. 
 

The police were initially sceptical of the move, fearing that people would drive 
even faster, but they have now changed their minds.  As Erik Mather, a senior 

Danish traffic police officer admitted, "The police are perhaps a little biased on 
this issue, but we've had to completely change our view now that the 
experiment has gone on for two years." 

 
On sections of motorway where the speed limit was raised from 110 to 130 

km/h nine years ago, fatalities also decreased. 
 
These findings appear to indicate that raising unreasonably low speed limits 

improves road safety by reducing speed differentials and driver frustration. They 
also confirm decades of research from the USA and UK on the setting of speed 

limits. It is now time for the Government to push ahead with raising the 

http://sendgrid.info/wf/click?upn=J6qBPRVgziwoCR2OIJDNfVPBFPiZXu-2BRJ440015zHJrFaUjpzbFOIUUvEbkBT5q7ZgaeuTj2Dvv62waRKr-2BV-2Fc4joRopVuCWubqzPM8aqek-3D_d-2BViVVT7OEo-2Fvu5wfnNbNcZIDBIP4uLwFcwmIUoF2toKaumx8-2FPLhY3TcuPMd2aiQ4byZ-2FhuN8FiRi2-2FeXs6rLAaLfWR7PnDJcfi53A7kIV3lKdjoaW-2BbMeMkqFGtkBdU13oKvi33iuesMbOGxCniQ9PVJxIfuMy-2F6A7GkSqwiCOP6FxiY8VhivoMP-2FzHF3boGSbZJM3peGOrt6OTMmUgEKxnpoU2eo19SzXk7utgckMBSqWAC0v0d-2FneZkPwguspapP3cT1ud6r4RJ5wWVKcktxQTfIoP5t3YUyyYa9hR7-2BwWn39sbQSsObt-2BoybQJqWJS3U1YyIcShaBuULR8
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motorway speed limit to 80 mph. It must also change its guidance to local 
authorities on setting speed limits, so that they are once again set at a level that 

commands the respect of drivers. This means setting limits that „85 per cent of 
drivers would not wish to exceed‟. It looks like those who have argued that lower 

speed limits improve safety could have been wrong. 
  
http://cphpost.dk/news/higher-speed-limits-reducing-accidents-on-rural-

roads.8662.html    
 

 Speed conversions: 
  
      80 km/h = 50 mph 

      90 km/h = 56 mph 
    110 km/h = 68 mph 

    130 km/h = 81 mph 
 
http://www.abd.org.uk/speed_limits_85th.htm    

  
  

 
 

 

http://cphpost.dk/news/higher-speed-limits-reducing-accidents-on-rural-roads.8662.html
http://cphpost.dk/news/higher-speed-limits-reducing-accidents-on-rural-roads.8662.html
http://www.abd.org.uk/speed_limits_85th.htm

