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FMI NEWS October 1st 2013 
 

 
News gathered from press releases, Headlineauto, Motoring4Media, IAAF e-

Bulletin and AM-online during September 2013 
 
The disappearing spare 

The RAC is countering the surge in popularity amongst vehicle manufacturers for 
fitting emergency tyre inflation kits instead of spare wheels by introducing a 

'universal' spare wheel. The motoring organisation says it is in response to call 
outs for unfixable punctures. 
 

According to the RAC, in the 12 months up to August 2012, it responded to 
87,000 breakdowns involving a puncture on a vehicle with no spare, and in the 

12 months ending in August 2013 this increased to approximately 120,000. RAC 
patrols will fit the wheel and liaise with the nearest ATS Euromaster centre on 
their behalf to find out what replacements are available. 

 
Developed with Dynomec working in partnership with tyre expert ATS 

Euromaster, the five-stud, 17-inch lightweight alloy multi-fit wheel fits a high 
proportion of vehicles and will significantly cut down the time spent by members 
at the roadside.  

 
 

Know your ‘Cost of Motoring’  
A third of motorists admit to regretting a car purchase on the grounds of 
punishing depreciation and long-term ownership costs, according to newly 

published independent research. But the launch of a unique web tool that shines 
a spotlight on all the critical costs of car ownership, including depreciation - the 

biggest cost of all - takes the guesswork out of future daily running costs. 
 
CAP Total Cost of Motoring is a simple, free-to-use, tool that uses the 

benchmark used car value forecasts of CAP Automotive to provide a uniquely 
detailed view of anticipated depreciation, fuel, service, maintenance and other 

costs. This is the first time CAP has opened a window for consumers onto its 
motor trade and industry insider intelligence since the company was founded in 

1979, when it launched the ‘trade-confidential' Black Book guide to used car 
values. 
 

 

Big push for IMI Professional Register 
The Institute of the Motor Industry (IMI) has announced plans for a major 
consumer marketing campaign to promote awareness of its Professional Register 
to motorists. 

 
The first leg of the three year campaign will be launched in the Birmingham area 

during November. Steve Nash, the IMI's CEO, comments:  

http://www.cap.co.uk/consumer
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"Public perception of our sector is poor, as is consumer confidence.  However, 

the IMI's Professional Register is perfectly placed to address these concerns.  
This campaign will aim to be a game changer in the industry by making drivers 

aware of the need for competent and suitably skilled people to take care of their 
motoring needs. Our ultimate aim is to encourage motorists to demand 
registered professionals when engaging with services in the motor industry. " 

 
The IMI's Professional Register currently contains almost 40,000 individuals and 

aims to increase this to 100,000 by the end of 2016. To find out more visit 
www.imiregister.org.uk. 
 

 

August new car registrations - UK 

Headline facts 
1 18 months of consecutive rises as new car market grows 10.9% in August       

to 65,937 units. 
2 Only about 3% of annual registrations occur in August ahead of 

September's plate change, which typically accounts for around 17% of full 

year registrations. 
3 Fifth successive month of double-digit growth pushes year-to-date market 

up 10.4% to 1,391,788 units. 
4 Private registrations see biggest gain but fleet and business buyers also 

continue positive performance. 

5 Registrations of all fuel types continue growth, with alternatively-fuelled 
vehicles up 41.4% in August. 

 

 

http://www.imiregister.org.uk/


3 
 

 

 

 

 

August Passenger car registrations - Europe 
After a 5.0% increase in July, European new passenger car registrations 
declined by 5.0% in August. The month of July counted on average one more 
working day across the EU, while August totalled one less. 
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Eight months into the year, demand for new cars amounted to 7,841,596 

units, or 5.2% less than in the same period last year. 
 
In July, Italy was the only major market to shrink (-1.6%), while growth 

reached +0.9% in France, +2.1% in Germany, +12.7% in the UK and +14.9% 
in Spain. In total, 982,544 new cars were registered in the EU, or 5.0% more 

than in July 2012. 
 
In August, downturn prevailed across significant markets, resulting in an 

overall 5.0% decline in the EU. The UK was the only major market to expand 
(+10.9%), while the German contracted by 5.5%, the Italian by 6.6%, the 

French by 10.5% and the Spanish by 18.3%. The EU totalled 653,872 new car 
registrations in the month of August. 
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From January to August, most major markets faced a downturn ranging from 
-3.6% in Spain to -6.6% in Germany, -9.0% in Italy and -9.8% in France. The 

UK was the only one to perform better than in the first eight months of 2012 
(+10.44%). New registrations fell by 5.2% over the period this year, totalling 

7,841,596 units, representing the lowest January to August level ever recorded. 
 
 

UK Used Car Values Increase In August 
Leading vehicle remarketing specialist, British Car Auctions (BCA) has released 

its latest data on used car values which show that year on year values increased 
by a significant 14.2% in August 2013.  BCA reports that the ongoing shortage 
of good quality used cars reaching the wholesale market combined with steady 

demand from buyers during August kept values rising. 
  

Across the board used cars averaged £7,037 in August, up by £162 compared to 
July, and significantly ahead of August 2012 by £879 (14.2%).  Average mileage 
continues to fall – down by around 3,000 miles compared to last year - and cars 

are one month younger on average when sold in 2013.  Ex-fleet cars performed 
particularly well over the month with average values improving to a new record 

value of £8,898.  
  

Commenting on the figures Tim Naylor, Editor of the BCA Pulse Report said:   
 
“Traditionally, the summer months have often been quieter in terms of buying in 

the wholesale market but post-recession this element of seasonality has 
disappeared. August provided another strong performance in the used car 

market, as professional buyers competed strongly for stock.” 
   
Year-on-year table: All cars 

All cars Avg Age (months) Avg Mileage Avg Value Sale vs CAP 

August 2012 62.65 59,258 £6,158 96.80% 

August 2013 61.47 56,260 £7,037 97.55%  

Published by BCA Analytics All material © BCA 2005-2013 
 
The 2013 BCA Used Car Market Report also reveals 30 year high in average age 

of vehicles on UK roads and significant drop in car ownership in some parts of 
the country.www.bca.co.uk 

 
Figures show that used car sales hit 7.1 million units in 2012, outpacing new car 
sales by climbing 6.4% and returning to pre-recession levels.   

 
The 2013 BCA Report also reveals that the used car market reached a record 

high in terms of value in 2012, at £38.1 billion, outperforming the total new car 
market value by £5.8 billion. In particular sales of younger used cars (0-2 years) 
increased significantly, rising by 18.6% to 762,000 and reversing a three year 

trend of falling volumes in this age sector. 
 

The long-term impact of the fall in new car sales during and immediately 
following the recession can still be seen, with the average age of vehicles on UK 
roads reaching a 30 year high at 7.59 years.  There has also been a 5% rise in 

households without a car, with London recording a 12% increase in ‘no-car' 
families. 

http://www.bca.co.uk/
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In terms of sales, retailers (franchised and independent dealers) continue to 

dominate the used car market, accounting for 57.2% of all used cars sold 
representing a massive 74.4% of the total market value.  They sold 4.07 million 

used cars last year, a rise of 8.9% and, reflecting the changing age profile of the 
used car market, there was a greater focus on older used cars to mitigate the 
uncertain supply of younger vehicles.  Retailer sales of 6-8 year-old cars 

continued to grow in 2012, up 125,000 units (11.1%) to 1.25 million, while 
more cars aged over 9 years were sold by motor retailers last year than cars 

aged under two years. 
 
It is testimony to the build quality over the last decade that three-quarters 

(76.3%) of cars now make their twelfth birthday and more than half (51.6%) 
are reaching the 14 year mark.    

  
Key Market Charts: 
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Franchised dealers still losing oil change business to independents 
A recent Trend Tracker report makes scary reading for franchised dealers – more 

than 30% of motorists with vehicles aged 0-4-years take their cars to the 
independents for oil changes and top-ups. 

 
Cheaper prices, convenience, easy-to-find information on websites and, of 
course, longer service intervals – all are among the reasons motorists give for 

turning their back on the franchised sector when it comes to oil. 
 

According to the Castrol Professional data in the report, 31.9% of oil changes 
(excluding top-ups) among the 0-4-year vehicle age group took place in the 
independent sector, which now captures 68% of the entire oil change market. 

Although this coincides with a decline in the total number of oil changes in the 
UK – 70.3% of drivers in 2005 had an oil change carried out on their cars, but in 

2011 this had fallen to just 59.7%. 
 
Research from Mobil 1, however, suggests the existence of an oil change market 

ripe for the picking. Of 1,000 UK drivers, one in five (19.4%) check their engine 
oil when an instrument panel warning sign has already activated, by which time 

engine damage can already be caused. Almost two-thirds (60.2%) changed their 
oil once a year at most, while 8.6% hadn’t changed their vehicle oil in two years 

and 45.7% had no idea of their vehicle manufacturer’s recommended oil change 
intervals. 
 

Chris Sturgess, chairman of the Sturgess Motor Company, which operates 
several franchises in and around Leicester including Kia, Jaguar, Volvo, Land 

Rover and Hyundai, said,  
 
“As far as the customer is concerned, oil is oil. They don’t understand or feel any 

inclination to understand the qualities of a high-tech oil compared to a cheaper 
version.” 

 

 

 

Total Lubricants offers garage tools such as calculators, which service advisers 
can use to show customers the longer-term savings of using a premium oil, 

typically a 3.5% improvement in fuel economy. For a customer spending £75 a 
week on fuel, it will equate to an annual saving of £136.50.  
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‘Tag’ cars for tax, insurance and MoT 
Reports show a growing anger amongst motorists at the relatively minor 

penalties being imposed on drivers who drive without insurance. Well-known 
aftermarket commentator and columnist John Genge gave his solution to the 
problem. He writes: 

 
“If there was truly a desire to stop this it would be blissfully easy. Have an 

electronic tag similar to those used on toll bridges that confirms valid insurance. 
Whilst about it do the same for MOT certificates.  Receptors to record & check 
details could be placed at various points of intersection”.  

 
“To complete the job, any car sale or transfer of ownership must be undertaken 

at properly licenced premises (registered car dealer) where the recipient owner 
has to prove insurance before the transfer takes place.  
 

“OK the uninsured driver can still “borrow” a car but the owner becomes 
responsible if his car is not immediately reported stolen. If the problem is as big 

as suggested and there is such loss of life and liberty, the benefits of such a 
scheme would justify the cost.” 

 
 
OE/matching OE quality parts descriptions still causing agro 

The directors of First Line have issued a response to what they describe as, “the 
somewhat confrontational statement” made by the recently formed Original 

Equipment Suppliers Aftermarket Association (OESAA). 
   
 “While we welcome the OESAA group’s apparent desire to ensure that only safe 

and reliable replacement parts are used when independent workshops service 
and repair vehicles, we take issue with the implication that any brand that is not 

an OE supplier is automatically supplying products of dubious quality”. 
 
“We also question the premise stated in the group’s July press release that ‘the 

only way to be certain that you are fitting OE quality components is to fit parts 
from brands that supply parts for original equipment”. 

 
“The flaws in this statement include the suggestion that every product in the 
member company’s range is an OE part, which cannot be true, and that they do 

not source any parts that are anything other than OE parts when they ‘in fill’ 
their ranges. If they do, we assume that they do not claim or imply that those 

particular references are of ‘matching OE quality’ as by their own criteria it’s a 
claim they can’t substantiate”. 
 

“In this light it all begins to sound rather hypocritical as to use their favoured 
horse-meat analogy, they seem to imply that as we can trust them because their 

steak pies are 100% beef, we can trust them that the chicken in the pies they 
buy to add into their range are 100% chicken, which is the very criticism they 
level at other companies such as First Line who source the parts for their 

ranges”. 
 

“Furthermore, the OESAA website claims that it is a non-profit organisation, 
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which does not engage in any commercial business operations, with aims that 
include promoting the value of ‘OE brands’ and safeguarding the future 

of the independent aftermarket”. 
 

“This statement seems totally at odds with the notion of safeguarding the 
independent and looks more like restrictive practice as their message to the 
trade suggests it should only purchase products from the members of this group. 

The freedom to choose is the very cornerstone of the industry and although 
every supplier is disappointed if an account is lost, free and open to all is the 

way it should stay”. 
 
“Rather than a ‘campaign’ about quality and supporting the independent trade, is 

this really anything more than a sales strategy to raise the profile of ‘OE brands’ 
and increase their UK profits from wherever they can get them, whether that’s 

the independent or the dealer network?” 
 
 

Technological Innovations in Automotive Safety and consequent 
Legislation 

With the number of fatalities and injuries on the rise, legislative authorities in 
Europe are taking a keen interest in the safety of pedestrians, passengers and 

drivers. This enhanced focus on safety has far-reaching ramifications for the 
automotive industry. 
 

The automotive industry currently offers adaptive cruise control (ACC), 
autonomous emergency braking system (AEBS), and forward collision warning 

(FCW), as optional features due to consumers' limited awareness of their 
importance. However, with the European Commission mandating the fitment of 
electronic stability control (ESC) and considering AEBS for city driving, vehicular 

safety fitments are becoming the norm. 
 

There are likely to be more regulatory changes based on the functionalities of 
advanced driving assistance system (ADAS) applications such as lane departure 
warning (LDW), AEBS, pedestrian detection, and intelligent speed adaptation 

(ISA) systems. These functionalities are especially relevant because they have 
been considered under 'other significant projects' by the Euro New Car 

Assessment Program (Euro NCAP). 
 
Even though car makers are including novel safety systems in their vehicles, 

they are not finding many takers for it in the price-sensitive non-luxury vehicle 
segments. For a low-cost vehicle, at any given price band, the add-on cost of 

ADAS functionalities will constitute a high percentage of the vehicle sticker price, 
while the same for a luxury car would constitute a smaller percentage, even if 
the ADAS is a sophisticated add-on such as Night Vision System or ACC with 

Stop and Go. 
 

An obvious solution would be to make available cost-effective retrofit ADAS 
systems, software or applications and mandate their fitting on vehicles in 
operation. 

 
Further, the decline in new vehicle sales has lengthened the replacement rates 

of vehicles, pushing the timeline for reaching zero fatalities. Even with the 
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increasing deployment of ADAS retrofit solutions, better consumer acceptance, 
and legal assistance, the soonest this goal can be reached is 2030. 

 
A whirlwind of legislative and regulatory changes are likely to disrupt industry 

dynamics, and increase competitiveness. For instance, if vehicle-to-vehicle and 
vehicle-to-infrastructure communication becomes the mainstay of inter-vehicular 
communication, it can be used to cater to various ADAS functionalities. However, 

these technologies also pose cyber-security issues and privacy issues; and the 
laws for tackling it are still loosely interpreted, and in some cases, 

misinterpreted. 
 
Unless amendments are made to the existing framework for cyber laws, the 

growth of such technologies may be shunted. Safety has become a long-
standing inflection in the automotive industry with binding impact on legislation; 

after all, Zero Fatality or Complete Safety is the new Green. 
(http://www.automotive.frost.com)  
 

 
In a similar vein Thatcham Research has claimed that multi-car collisions could 

be a thing of the past – or at the very least mitigated – by 2030 thanks to 
automatic braking systems. This technology scans the road ahead then 

calculates the required stopping distance to hazards such as traffic. Information 
can come via laser, radar, or video. If the system concludes that the distance is 
approaching critical relative to the vehicle's speed - perhaps because the 

motorist has failed to notice the hazard – it can warn the driver via a beep or 
flashing light. He/she can then respond. However, if the motorist fails to react 

the system performs a full emergency stop to avoid or reduce the severity of the 
impact. Widespread use of this technology might have prevented a recent pile-
up on the Isle of Sheppey which involved about one-hundred and thirty vehicles 

and two-hundred people.  
 

 
 

Peter Shaw, Chief Executive of Thatcham Research, said, 
 

“In recent years, great strides have been made by vehicle manufacturers in 
making stronger, safer, cars. The evidence from our testing is undeniable and 

combined with a growing body of real world research and evidence we firmly 
believe that AEB (autonomous emergency braking) and other ADAS (Advanced 
Driver Assist Systems) have a critical role to play in avoiding both common low-

http://www.automotive.frost.com/
http://www.motoring.co.uk/images/newsImages/multi-car-collisions-57817-1.jpg
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speed shunts that can cause injuries such as whiplash, and mitigating some of 
the horrendous injuries and fatalities that we see as result of higher speed pile-

ups.” 
 

See more at: http://www.motoring.co.uk/car-news/multi-car-collisions-
consigned-to-history-
_57817?utm_source=motoring.co.uk&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign

=newsletter&src=motoring#sthash.N9ILiMNK.dpuf 
 

 
Most Stolen Vehicles Taken With Keys 

 

   
Forty-six per cent of the vehicles stolen in 2011/2012 were taken when the 

“offender used a key”, the Crime Survey For England And Wales has revealed. 
This represented a significant rise of twenty per cent over the previous record 

period (2010/2011). Why? Because modern vehicles tend to have highly 
sophisticated security systems that incorporate locks, alarms and immobilisers, 
etc. As such, the easiest means of access is often to steal keys from (say) 

property or coat pockets.  
 

Furthermore, twenty-two per cent of stolen vehicles were removed after the 
offenders “forced” - or tried to force - the locks and fourteen per cent of 
criminals broke - or tried to break - windows. These figures were thirteen and 

five per cent lower than the previous record period. Staggeringly, a further nine 
per cent were removed while the doors were “not locked”. Of the vehicles stolen 

and returned to their rightful owners seventy-four per cent were damaged. Of 
these twenty-six per cent was “written-off/beyond repair”, twenty-two per cent 
had “extensive damage”, and twenty-six per cent had “moderate/slight 

damage”. 
 

Some vehicles - predominantly late-plate prestigious models - are stolen to 
order then shipped abroad. Some of these are taken with cloned keys so it is 
important not to rely completely on the manufacturer's security system. The 

trick, therefore, is to enhance security with (say) a steering wheel or gear lever 
lock that takes time and effort to remove. Stickers that claim the car has a 

http://www.motoring.co.uk/car-news/multi-car-collisions-consigned-to-history-_57817?utm_source=motoring.co.uk&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=newsletter&src=motoring#sthash.N9ILiMNK.dpuf
http://www.motoring.co.uk/car-news/multi-car-collisions-consigned-to-history-_57817?utm_source=motoring.co.uk&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=newsletter&src=motoring#sthash.N9ILiMNK.dpuf
http://www.motoring.co.uk/car-news/multi-car-collisions-consigned-to-history-_57817?utm_source=motoring.co.uk&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=newsletter&src=motoring#sthash.N9ILiMNK.dpuf
http://www.motoring.co.uk/car-news/multi-car-collisions-consigned-to-history-_57817?utm_source=motoring.co.uk&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=newsletter&src=motoring#sthash.N9ILiMNK.dpuf
http://www.motoring.co.uk/images/newsImages/taken-with-keys-57837-1.jpg
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tracking system are further deterrents (even if they lie). At the very least fit a 
high quality alarm and immobiliser – then consider extras such as a tracker that 

is monitored by the police. Items Most Stolen From Vehicles Revealed By Crime 
Survey  

 
 
Motorists skipping their next service 

New research from Kwik Fit, reveals that more than one in three motorists 
(39%) on our roads is thinking of skipping their next service. This means that 

for nearly 13 million motorists, the MOT test could be the only time their vehicle 
undergoes any kind of safety inspection.  
 

Worryingly, one in ten (10%) UK motorists confessed they 'never' check their 
tyres and nearly one in seven (15%) admit they are currently experiencing a 

problem with their brakes but are not actively looking to repair it.  
 
The findings reinforce the importance of the MOT test for road safety throughout 

the UK, especially in the month of September - the month which sees the 
highest number of MoTs than any other.  

 
Drivers in the South West are the most likely to skip their next service, where a 

staggering 45% admit they will do so. This is double that of motorists in 
Scotland, where 22% say they will skip their next service - the lowest in the 
UK.” 

 
Editor’s Notes: I have always worried that the word ‘service’ can mean 

whatever any particular garage wants it to mean. Only a service using 
the vehicle manufacturers recommended schedule has substance. 
 

 

Number of older drivers hits record high 
The number of older people with driving licences has exceeded the four million 
mark. 
 

Data analysed by the RAC Foundation shows there are now 4,018,900 men and 
women aged 70 or over who hold a valid full British licence. Of these people, 191 

are aged 100 or over. The oldest licence holder is recorded as being a woman 
aged 107. The oldest licence-holding man is 106. While not all of these licence 
holders will be active drivers the statistics illustrate the growing number of older 

people who still use a car. 
 

And the total is set to increase dramatically. The Government has predicted that 
of the UK citizens alive today, around ten million will reach their 100th birthday. 
It is at age 70 - and every three years thereafter - that drivers must declare 

whether or not they are fit to drive. This self-declaration is not made on the 
basis of any formal medical or driving test, but relies on the judgement of the 

individual. 
 
To help people make the right decision, Rica, a national research charity 

providing information to older and disabled consumers, has - with support from 
the RAC Foundation - published Driving safely for life. The guide is aimed at 

keeping older people mobile and safe for longer. 

http://www.motoring.co.uk/car-news/items-most-stolen-from-vehicles-revealed-by-crime-survey_56507
http://www.motoring.co.uk/car-news/items-most-stolen-from-vehicles-revealed-by-crime-survey_56507
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The guide explains to older drivers: 

 Exactly what the law says about ability to drive 
 How they can best assess their capabilities, for example, by visiting a 

mobility centre 
 What modifications can be made to their vehicles and their driving habits 

to keep them on the road longer 

 How, if they do stop driving, they can still maintain a good quality of life 
 

The guide is available from Rica and will also be promoted by local authorities, 
police authorities and other agencies as well as community groups. 
 

 

Automotive industry targets students 
The UK automotive industry and government are working to plug a 100,000-
person future skills gap by encouraging young people into manufacturing and 
supply chain careers as part of a joint ‘See Inside Manufacturing’ initiative. 

 
Throughout October, UK-based automotive manufacturers across the country will 

hold events to help increase students' awareness of the vibrancy and variety of 
top career opportunities the industry offers. 

 
The events include interactive technical challenges, behind-the-scenes factory 
tours and insights to the skills, prospects and diversity of automotive careers. A 

number of UK facilities will show students of secondary school age, specifically 
those considering their GCSE and A-level options, what an automotive industry 

career could offer them. Participating organisations include BMW, Ford, Jaguar 
Land Rover, McLaren, Michelin, Millbrook Proving Ground, Nissan, Toyota and 
Vauxhall. 

 
For full details on the ‘See Inside Manufacturing’ events taking place within the 

automotive industry throughout October, go to www.smmt.co.uk/see-inside-
manufacturing. 
 

 
Stronger Penalties Needed For Texting Drivers      

Drivers convicted of causing death by dangerous driving should be given 
stronger and more consistent penalties, according to road safety charity the IAM 
(Institute of Advanced Motorists). 

 
IAM chief executive Simon Best said,  

 
"The maximum sentence available to the courts is fourteen years, so there is still 
scope for an even stronger road safety message that drivers who kill whilst 

distracted on their phones will be caught and jailed for a long time”. 
 

"The lesson here is obvious: never use your phone while driving. Whether you 
have a hands free kit or use loudspeaker, it doesn't matter. Using your phone in 
any capacity reduces your attention from the task at hand - driving." 

 
An IAM analysis of eleven recent prosecutions involving mobile and smartphone 

use revealed that the average sentence for causing death by dangerous driving 

http://www.smmt.co.uk/see-inside-manufacturing
http://www.smmt.co.uk/see-inside-manufacturing
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is four-and-a-half years in prison and a disqualification from driving for seven 
years.  In all of the cases analysed, the convicted drivers were found to have 

lost their concentration due to using their mobile phone. 
 

Loss of concentration caused: 
1 Six incidents where vehicles ran into the back of a stationary or slow moving 
queue of traffic or a broken down vehicle  

2 Three incidents where vehicles drifted across the road and hit another vehicle 
head-on 

3 Two incidents leading to the death of a pedestrian  

 
 

Huge rise in drink drive deaths 
Brake, the road safety charity, is calling for urgent government action to tackle 

devastating drink drive casualties, as recent government statistics reveal a 17% 
increase in drink drive deaths in Britain. 
 

In 2012, 280 people were killed (one in six road deaths) and 1,210 were 
seriously injured in crashes involving someone over the limit, compared to 240 

killed and 1,270 seriously injured in 2011. Preventing these deaths and serious 
injuries would save many families from horrendous, needless suffering, and save 

the economy £709 million each year. 
 
While governments in Northern Ireland and Scotland are making moves to tackle 

drink driving through committing to reduce their drink drive limits, decision-
makers in Westminster rejected recommendations for a lower limit.  

 
The charity is calling for: 

 a zero tolerance drink drive limit, of 20mg alcohol per 100ml blood, in line 

with evidence that even one drink dramatically increases crash risk and to 
send a clear message it should be none for the road. A blood alcohol level 

of 20-50mg increases your likelihood of crashing three-fold. 
 greater priority and funding for traffic policing, to enable increased 

numbers of specialist roads police, and increased breath-testing. 

International evidence shows greater enforcement helps to reduce 
devastating crashes. 

  
Read about Brake's Not a drop, not a drag campaign. 
 

 
A rise in cyclist deaths on Great Britain’s roads 
The Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents (RoSPA) is urging for safer 
roads for cyclists, greater provision in cyclist training and better driver 
awareness, following the publication of annual casualty statistics which show an 

alarming rise in cyclist deaths. 
 

The annual road casualty figures for Great Britain in 2012, published by 
the Department for Transport (DfT), show that overall road deaths fell by 8 per 
cent to 1,754 in 2012. This continues the trend in recent years of substantial 

reductions in road deaths. One of the reasons for this trend has been the 
recession, which may have resulted in less traffic and slower driving in a bid to 

keep fuel consumption down. As the economy now seems to be improving, we 

http://www.brake.org.uk/not-a-drop-not-a-drag
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/reported-road-casualties-great-britain-annual-report-2012
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need to make sure this is not accompanied by an increase in road deaths caused 
by rising traffic and more cycling and walking, says the safety charity. 

 
The number of pedal cyclists killed rose by 10 per cent to 118 and the number of 

seriously injured cyclists rose, for the eighth year in a row, to 3,222. The 
increase in deaths was mainly among the young with the number of child cyclists 
killed doubling from 6 in 2011 to 13 in 2012, although the number of seriously 

injured fell by a fifth. 
 

The DfT report also highlights that the increased popularity of cycling on Great 
Britain's roads since 2004, may have contributed to a general rise in the number 
of cyclists killed or seriously injured. 

 
 


