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Incorporating Ye Ancient Motor Traders of Auckland          
 
KEY COMMENTS:   From former senior 
member Dick Wilks.  
 
“Our organisation was founded in 
November, 1943. The first 16 members 
were all born in the 19th Century. Those 
men made a significant contribution to the 
historical progression from horse-drawn 
vehicles to automotive and to the economy 
of the wider Auckland region. 
 
“Light trucks were prominent in this 
transition – Ford, Bedford, Commer, Austin, 
Morris.  Most of our members sold these as 
well as cars. 
 
“Many of our members became household 
names in Auckland – John W Andrew, 
Skeates, Seabrook, Schofield, Spragg, 
followed by Cadman, Shorter and Lees, 
Tappenden, Farrell, Haddrell, Paine, 
McMillan, McDonald, Lyon, Jensen and 
others. 
 
“The history of an organisation such as ours 
must be preserved, understood and 
respected by all present and future 
members. Steps should be taken to secure 
an archival home.  
 
“My greatest concern is that our special 
small organisation started by our 
automotive founding fathers 75 years ago 
becomes just another club. All new 
members must be made aware of our 
beginnings and traditions and their historic 
significance in the domestic and commercial 
development of Auckland, so that this is not 
lost in future passing years”. 
 
 
 
 

WHAT DID THE ANCIENT TRADERS DO? 
 
Membership for the first 68 years was 
limited to 20 senior car people who met 
initially just once a year – in December. 
Those invited to join   were either close to 
retirement or in retirement – although 
often still active as board members or in 
non-executive governance positions. Other 
criteria were a minimum 25 years’ 
ownership or sole charge of a retail motor 
company between Mercer and Warkworth.  
Ernie Schofield’s remarks at the first 
meeting were simply: “It has occurred to 
me that it would be nice for the older motor 
traders of Auckland, who have had so many 
years of pleasant business association, to 
meet once a year to renew old friendships 
and acquaintance.” 
 
The   meetings were simply a   luncheon 
and chat at someone’s home, and some 
charitable donation – in those first years, 
food parcels to war-time England.  It was a 
chance to stay in touch with former 
competitors and colleagues, provide 
additional welcome fellowship and support 
and preserve some of the early heritage 
and stories.  Our files include brief life 
histories of some early members and their 
companies, but a stronger effort is now 
being made to collect more information 
before it is too late. It is envisaged that 
once this archive is collected, sorted and 
written up, it may find a home in a place 
like MOTAT or similar. 
 
CURRENT STATUS     (June 2020 ) 
 
There are currently 35 members. The yearly  
program usually  comprises a traditional 
“ladies luncheon” at McHugh’s on 
Cheltenham Beach and the  AGM meeting 



in November. Officers (Pres and Sec) are 
elected traditionally for two- year terms.  
 
 
THE STORY BEHIND THE NAME   1943-2017 
 
It was originally “Ye Ancient Motor 
Traders” because most - if not all - the first 
11 men at that meeting were pioneer 
founders and largely responsible for the 
formation of the Retail Motor Traders Assoc 
– now the MTA.  The first suggestion of a 
name change to “FMI” was actually only 
four years later in 1947 – but members 
wanted to retain their separation. The 
subject came up again in 1963-64 and it 
was John Seabrook who finally initiated the 
change at the 1965 AGM, when the name 
became “FMI Auckland”, the idea being 
that the Auckland group would have some 
informal affiliation with the then thriving 
FMI in the UK. By the late 1980s, the 
affiliation fee to the UK organisation was a 
prohibitive £150-£200 a year and it was 
suggested that the name be changed back 
to “Ye Ancient Motor Traders” although 
the strategy was to still try and keep some 
connection with the UK organisation. 
 
During the 1990s, attempts were made to 
discuss this with the UK office of FMI – but 
no reply. Nothing formal was ever resolved 
and there is no further reference in the 
minutes to a name change. Except that by 
the mid-1990s approximately, the Auckland 
group simply began to call itself “Ye Ancient 
Motor Traders” and it was agreed that our 
Secretary would be a member of the FMI to 
keep the link intact.  At our meeting in 
2010, it was decided to revert once again to 
“FMI – incorporating Ye Ancient Motor 
Traders”.  
 
MEMORIAL PLINTH & GAVEL  
 
This was organised by John Seabrook, 
donated by Seabrook Fowlds and first used 
in 1959.  The silver plaques record the 
names of the original 11 “Ancient Motor 
Traders” – with the names of since 
deceased members recorded around the 

plinth.  The original gavel was apparently 
lost in the 1980s and the current one was 
hand-made especially by a local craftsman 
in 1992, organised by Ross Jensen and paid 
for, he reported, “with a very nice bottle of 
Scotch”. 
 
 
BRANDS OF YE ANCIENT MOTOR TRADERS 
 
Our original members were responsible for 
introducing Kiwis to the very first motoring 
brands. These included the 1900 Star, 1902 
Darracq, 1904 De Dion, Arrol Johnson, Loco 
Steam Car, De Lange, Benz, Bianchi, 
Wolseley, Templar, Argyll, Belsize, Hudson, 
Buick, Maxwell, Scripps Booth, Hudson 
Essex, Paige, Jewell, Chandler and Durant. 
 
WHAT NEXT? 
 
The group remains active to support the 
original ideals and vision of the Schofields, 
Spraggs, Cadman, Seabrooks and the other 
motoring pioneers who established the 
Auckland retail motor industry at the turn 
of the 20th century.  Its members aim to   
meet up once or twice a year to retain 
friendships and acquaintances, and to 
ensure the personalities are remembered 
and the history is not lost forever.  
 
 
 

 
 
One of the early photos of our organisation, pictured at the 1956 

AGM at the home of Bill Fowlds. 
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