NEWSLETTER – JANUARY 2021
A Message from our Chairman – Brian Spratt
We know this year did not quite go as planned!

Hon. Secretary
Brian Childs
28 Tudor Avenue
Gidea Park, Romford
Essex, RM2 5LB
07770 382 371 (M)
childsb@sky.com

Sadly, every event planned for 2020 had to be
cancelled, with the final hoped-for November visit to JLR Classic
falling victim to Tier 2 restrictions in the West Midlands.
Despite this lack of activities, and the consequent lack of revenue, I
am pleased to reveal that the Fellowship has continued to support our
motor industry charity BEN, with £5,000 donated in the middle of the
year. As BEN’s CEO Zara Ross commented, “We are deeply moved
that through this difficult time the Fellowship has continued to
remember us. Our heartfelt thanks for everything you and the
Fellowship do for BEN.”
That's why we're so pleased to start looking forward, sharing with you our 2021 events
programme. We know there is still uncertainty on the horizon and as a voluntary body without
any external funding, we are acutely aware of this. But it has been the Fellowship's mission to
share visits, sporting events, lunches, and other opportunities with Fellows for over 80 years, and
we don't plan to stop now.
The whole of your Committee value your support for the Fellowship so much, and we sincerely
hope that our upcoming programme of events for 2021 will mean we can meet with you all once
more. There will be old favourites, the Midlands and London lunches, along with other regulars,
but there are new ventures, new locations, new experiences, but still with the constant theme of
friendship and fellowship. Details of some of our planned events are included in this newsletter
and further information will be posted on the Fellowship’s website in due course.
As a member of the Fellowship you can help shape our future. We are always happy to hear your
thoughts, your ideas, and even happier to receive your offers of help. The Fellowship’s committee
is open to new members so get in touch with me or any other committee member if you’d like to
discuss joining.
Finally, if you know of other ex-motor industry colleagues who would enjoy Fellowship
activities, please encourage them to become members. An application form is available on the
back page of this newsletter or alternatively on the website.

Brian Spratt - Fellowship Chairman
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PLANNED 2021 FELLOWSHIP EVENTS - POST COVID-19
Sadly all of the Fellowship’s planned activities for the past 12-months have either had to be cancelled or
postponed due to Coronavirus and the resultant lock-downs that have been imposed.
The Fellowship’s Committee and Working Party have been meeting on-line to ensure the future
prosperity of the Fellowship post Covid-19 restrictions. A programme has been drawn up and the
following pages provide Fellows and their guests with an outline of the exciting events that are planned.
At this stage it is not possible to put firm dates to the individual events, however to use a popular
expression they are ‘Oven-Ready’.
As soon as we are able to confirm dates we of course will advise Fellows. In the meantime if you would
like to be kept informed of any of these events please get in touch with the Honorary Secretary, whose
contact details are at the top of the previous page.
We hope that this provides a good insight to some of the future Fellowship events that are planned. If
you have any ideas of your own on interesting places for either a regional or national event please let the
Honorary Secretary know your thoughts.

East Anglia Regional Lunch – Fakenham Races - Norfolk

We are hoping to hold the East Anglia Regional Lunch at the Fakenham Racecourse in May 2021 for
Fellows and their guests to enjoy a great day out at the Races.
Fakenham Racecourse, situated in north Norfolk, specialises in National Hunt races and has a left
handed track of about 1 mile circuit in an almost square format. It has six fences including one open
ditch and the meeting always attracts good quality horses and jockeys.
We hope to be based once again in the spacious Lancaster Room where we will have full use for the
day. The room is situated close to the track offering fantastic views of the horses approaching the
final bend and into the finishing straight. Lunch will be served in the Lancaster Room after which
Fellows and their guests will be free to enjoy a great afternoon’s racing.
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BRDC Clubhouse Lunch & Silverstone Experience Visit
(In memory of Past Chairman Mike Garton)
BRDC member and Past Chairman Mike Garton very kindly
agreed to host a visit to Silverstone before he sadly passed
away earlier in the year. We are delighted however that the
BRDC have extended the invitation to the Fellowship to pay a
visit once the Covid-19 restrictions allow social gatherings.
The BRDC is the most prestigious motor racing club in the
world today and membership totals over 800.
The £20M Silverstone Experience is a unique attraction
designed to preserve motorsport history and charts the
progress of Silverstone throughout the ages. Partly financed
by a £9.1M Lottery Heritage Support Grant, construction work started three years ago to refurbish and extend a
1943 Wellington bomber hanger.
The visit is estimated to last 2½ hours and starts dramatically with a pre-show ‘The Grid’, featuring strong visual and
audio effects to set the atmosphere for a journey through 70+ years of motor racing history. Visitors can then spend
time following the timeline route through the exhibition at their own speed and absorb the numerous audio and
visual contributions.
The first area deals with the original Priory, Chapel and Stowe estate before progressing to Silverstone’s WWII role
as a training airfield and contains various interactive exhibits that allow visitors to fly a Wellington bomber and
operate its machine guns and bomb-bay. The visit then picks up the BRDC’s rich motor racing history from its
formation at Brooklands in 1928 and includes the exhibition’s oldest exhibit, the 500-Mile Trophy dating from 1929.
Illustrating an important part of the circuit’s social history and its close links with Silverstone village and its motorracing oriented community, the trail continues past an authentic reconstruction of the saloon bar of The White
Horse pub. Then there’s the actual 500 cc Cooper Mk II that took part in the F3 race supporting the first F1 race in
1948 and the ERA from that inaugural feature race.
On to the ground floor Silverstone through the decades 1970-89, contains familiar cars, motorcycles and
memorabilia, including several helmets and race suits worn in battle by Barry Sheene, Ayrton Senna and Nigel
Mansell.
The Tech Lab occupies a large part of the ground
floor, showcasing 2019 technology including CAD, 3D printer, Wind tunnels and fine tolerance
machining.
The tour ends with ‘The Ultimate Lap of Silverstone’
with an all-star commentary team, including Murray
Walker, Martin Brundle and David Croft providing
voice-overs.
Following the visit we will enjoy lunch in the
magnificent BRDC Clubhouse. As soon as we are
able to confirm a date for the visit all members will
be informed.
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Visit to P & A Wood, Great Eastern, Dunmow, Essex

P & A Wood are authorised
Rolls-Royce Motor car
dealers and the only RollsRoyce authorised accident
repair agent for the UK.
They are also Bentley
Approved Service dealers
and founder members of the
Rolls-Royce and Bentley
Specialists Association. They
specialise in sales, service,
restorations and spare parts
for the entire range of RollsRoyce and Bentley
motorcars from 1904 to the
present day.
Paul & Andrew Wood
started their business in
1967, working exclusively
with Rolls-Royce and Bentley
motor cars from a workshop
in Moreton, Essex. With
Andrew in charge of the
engineering side and Paul in
charge of sales and
coachwork, the business
flourished and saw a move
to larger premises in Great
Bardfield in 1970. Due to
their hard work and
“attention to detail”, which

became their adopted motto,
many concours events were won
by cars they had restored.
A second move to larger
premises was necessary in 1988,
to the current site in Great
Easton. Alongside the offices,
parts department and
coachwork facility, a new
building was erected as an
engineering workshop,
specifically designed to cater for
the repair and maintenance of

Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor
cars. In 1995, a new but
traditionally styled showroom
was designed and purpose built
on two levels to display heritage
models.
In 2001, P & A Wood were
appointed as “The Official Rolls-

Royce and Bentley Heritage Dealers”
in recognition of the knowledge and
expertise the company has acquired.
In 2014, another traditionally styled
showroom was opened to
accommodate the new Rolls-Royce
models and, with the support of
skilled and diligent staff, continues to
provide an extremely high standard
of service. Paul & Andrew are justly
proud of the company their
“attention to detail” has produced.

A visit to P & A Wood is a wonderful
opportunity to see the amazing
“attention to detail” that Paul &
Andrew have created. As soon as
Covid-19 restrictions allow visits to
take place we will advise the
Fellowship of the proposed date.
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JAGUAR LAND ROVER CLASSIC WORKS
“Our commitment to the future of Classic Jaguar is epitomised by our brand-new
purpose-built Classic facility - the largest of its kind in the world”.

Jaguar Land Rover Classic Works are proud to be the custodians of automotive history and will provide
Fellows and their guests with the opportunity to look behind the scenes to see their state-of-the-art
workshops staffed by expert engineers and historic car specialists.
Fellows will see history brought back to life by the meticulous rebuilding of limited edition classic
Jaguars, including the Series 1 E-type, and creating New
Originals such as the iconic Lightweight E-type and
legendary XKSS.
This brand-new facility showcases everything Jaguar
Land Rover does and stands for. The Classic Works Tour
offers exclusive access to rare Lightweight E-type and
XKSS, the XJ220 servicing area, E-type and Range Rover
Reborn, as well as the complete Classic Collection. It’s a
truly unique insight, not just into the heritage of these
two historic brands, but also their future and how they’re being preserved.
On the tour, you will have privileged access to over 500 classic British cars, and the opportunity to
witness JLR Classic’s expertise, passion as well as their attention to detail and craftsmanship as they
bring these cars back to life.
After the tour Fellows and their guests
will be able enjoy lunch at the nearby
Saxon Mill restaurant. The Saxon Mill is a
premium pub, bar, and restaurant with
its own courtyard, located in outskirts of
the nearby picturesque town of
Warwick.
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35th Annual Midlands Lunch and AGM

Having had to postpone the 2020 Midlands
Lunch we are planning to hold the 2021 event in
the British Motor Museum at Gaydon in the
Spring as soon as Covid-19 restrictions allow.
This is always our most popular event of the
year and provides a great opportunity to catch
up once again with colleagues and friends who
we may, or may not, have not seen for the past
12 months or more.
In addition to enjoying a convivial lunch, entry to the
museum is included within the ticket price, so why not
make it a full day out and perhaps bring along a guest this
year so that they can see for themselves what the
Fellowship is all about.
At this stage we unfortunately cannot provide a date for
the lunch, however as soon as Covid-19 restrictions are
lifted and we can confirm a date with the British Motor
Museum we will of course let everybody know the

Fellowship Annual Golf Day

The Motor Trades Golfing Society
has very kindly extended an
invitation once again to the
Fellowship to join the society for a
golf day. Arrangements have yet to
be finalised but it is likely to be held
once again at the spectacular
Woking Golf Club in Surrey.
Since 1893, Woking Golf Club has
been the jewel of Surrey heathland
golf; the county’s oldest heathland
course, consistently in the UK’s top
100 courses. In the latest Golf World
Top 100 rankings Woking has risen a
further 3 places to 17th in England!
Certainly a day not to miss for keen
golfers.
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Thames Valley Riverboat Trip & Lunch
Following the success of the 2019 riverboat trip Tina
Steele is planning to organise another similar outing,
although this year heading along the river in a different
direction.
Fellows and
their guests will
board the
Georgian River
Cruiser in
Maidenhead for a wonderful lunchtime cruise along the
Thames passing splendid homes along the way that one would
not normally see. An idyllic way to while away the afternoon
with great company.

Western & South Wales Luncheon – North Petherton
The Walnut Tree in North Petherton will once again host the
annual Western & South Wales Luncheon.
Organised by Past President Tony Ham it is always an
enjoyable occasion with good company, good humour and
great food and wine. It is normally held during the summer
months and as soon as a date is known Fellows will be advised.
With easy access from the M5 Junction 24, The Walnut Tree is
an ideal location for Fellows and their guests living in the West
Country and South Wales.
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Tony Jennings Classic Car Show - August

Tony
Jennings
FMI
The Tony Jennings Classic Car Show is now an established event in the classic car
calendar and is held each year at Town Thorns, BEN’s Midlands Care Home in
Easenhall, between Rugby & Coventry, during the first week-end in August.
We are hoping that the current building
work at Town Thorns will be complete
in order to allow the Car Show to be
held in 2021. As with many of the
events that we are planning we will be
in touch with Fellows as soon as the
situation becomes clearer.

Classic Car
Show
Town Thorns

London Lunch – Victory Services Club - November
We hope to be able to return to the Victory Services Club in London in 2021 for our annual London
Lunch, subject of course to the lifting of Covid-19 restrictions.
The lunch is held each November in the splendid setting of the Trafalgar Room and is a wonderful
opportunity for Fellows to invite guests to enjoy an excellent lunch with great like-minded company.
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1. LEVC Coventry

Visits under consideration
London Electric Vehicle Company‘s (LEVC) new factory and
headquarters at Ansty is a 37,000 square metre showcase of
their commitment to the future of electric vehicles. At full
production, they can produce 20,000 units a year, and
together with over 1,000 new jobs have made a hugely
positive impact on the local and wider economies.

With dedicated, onsite training facilities, Ansty will not only
see them build more vehicles than ever before, but also see
more uniquely trained professionals contributing to their engineering and design talent pools.
As you might expect from the makers of next-generation electric vehicles, Ansty has been built and
designed to be green. Roof and ground water is recycled, feeding a network of naturalised ponds that are
home to numerous species, including protected rarities like the great crested newt. In fact, all water used
on site is purified and recycled in this way.
They have invested over £300 million in creating this facility where they will carry out state-of-the-art
research, create pinnacles of design, and create their own range of ultra-low emission vehicles.
Coventry has been the home of the iconic black cab for over 70 years and is the base for some of the UK’s
best known vehicle manufacturers, and with a reputation for producing world-class engineers. LEVC are
proud to be able to call Coventry home, and can now look forward to a very bright future.

2. Toyota Manufacturing Plant - Burnaston
Toyota’s public visit programme is currently suspended
because of Covid-19 restrictions. However we have
registered our interest in arranging a Fellowship visit to
the manufacturing plant at Burnaston in Derbyshire.
Toyota has two manufacturing plants in the UK,
representing a total investment of £2.75 billion
and employing approximately 3,000 members
(including Agency). The vehicle manufacturing plant is
located at Burnaston in Derbyshire and the engine
manufacturing plant at Deeside in North Wales.
Normally the programme of visits runs between April and November each year and we will keep
Fellows advised through the usual channels.
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THE FELLOWSHIP’S ANNUAL BURSARY AWARD 2020

FMI BURSARY WINNER AND FULL TIME STUDENT OF THE YEAR
NAIM AHMED receiving his award at the 2020 IMI Centenary Dinner and Awards

Cardiff and Vale College Vehicle
Refinishing student Naim Ahmed has
had a significant boost to his future
career with a £2,000 bursary from the
Fellowship of the Motor Industry.
The bursary was announced at the
prestigious Institute of the Motor
Industry (IMI) Recognition Awards
where Naim, who is hearing impaired,
was also named Full-time Student of
the Year. It acknowledges the
dedication and focus he has shown,
despite working in a noisy
environment and having his learning
content relayed to him in sign
language by a dedicated signer.
The Fellowship bursary is designed to
assist motor industry trainees,
students and apprentices through
their studies. Funds contribute to the
cost of training, books and other
learning materials and expenses to
help trainees manage the costs of
their study and ensure they can excel
in their chosen career.

Commenting on the bursary award,
Brian Spratt, Chairman of the
Fellowship said: “Naim Ahmed is
clearly a highly enthusiastic and
focused individual who is not
allowing his deafness to affect his
ambition. We therefore felt that, as
well as him winning the IMI FullTime Student Award, he should
receive our annual bursary which
will give him extra support to
complete his studies.”
On receiving the bursary, Naim
said: “It’s good to be recognised for
my hard work. I would like to work
at Cardiff and Vale College after I
have completed my studies so that
I can offer my skills and knowledge
to young people in the hope that
they can also follow the path that I
have.”
Lesley Woolley, Chief Operating
Officer of the IMI added: “At the
heart of the IMI’s mission is a
desire to attract individuals from all
walks of life and experience to the

motor retail sector. To achieve
this, it is vital that no-one misses
out on the opportunities. We
congratulate Cardiff and Vale
College on ensuring Naim has
the support he needs to learn
his skills, providing a dedicated
signer as required.
“We also congratulate Naim on
having such an enthusiastic
attitude towards his learning.
We are sure he will go a long
way.”
Cardiff and Vale College
Principal Kay Martin said: “We
are all so thrilled that Naim has
not only been named as the
best full-time Auto student in
the UK, but that he has also
been awarded such a lifechanging bursary from The
Fellowship of the Motor
Industry to help him follow his
chosen career”.
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A message from the President.

The past twelve months have been a particularly
difficult time for those people who have lost family
members and close friends during the Covid-19 lockdown period.
I would like to extend my personal condolences and
those of the entire Fellowship to the families of all
Fellows who have lost loved ones during this difficult
time. The inability to hold funeral services where
friends and family can pay their respects has made the
grief all the more difficult to come to terms with.

In particular we have lost a Past President, (Martin
Austin) and two Past Chairman (Mike Garton and Ken Smith) who each played an enormous role in
ensuring the success of the Fellowship, for which we will be ever grateful. My thoughts, and those of the
entire Fellowship, are with the families of all Fellows who have passed away during the past 12 months
May I finally wish you and your families a happy and safe Christmas and a Covid-Free and very Happy New
Year

Peter Lewis-Jones – Fellowship President
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Mike Garton – Past Chairman, The Fellowship of the Motor Industry
It is with great sadness that we
announce the passing of Past
Chairman Mike Garton after a bravely
fought short illness. Mike was a
dedicated supporter of the
Fellowship, serving as Chairman
between 2013 - 2015. He will be
hugely missed by his many friends in
the Fellowship and especially those
who had the privilege to serve with
him on the Fellowship committee
where his sound advice and guidance
was invaluable.
Mike was a proud BRDC member
starting his racing career competing
on two wheels in the late 1950’s in
motorcycle scrambles. His circuitracing career began at Mallory Park
in 1961 with a ‘Frogeye’ AustinHealey Sprite whilst he was employed
as a motorcycle salesman by Burrows
Bros of Peterborough. BMC vehicles
remained the focus of his racing
activities for the rest of the decade,
principally with Sprites but also
MGBs, an Austin-Healey 3000 and a
BMC A series-engine Mini Marcos GT.
Nürburgring Nordschleife became
one of Mike’s favourite racetracks
and he became quite a Nürburgring
specialist where he had class success
in the 500km race.
The highlight of 1965 was
undoubtedly finishing second in the

1936 - 2020

Brands Hatch Double 500 with Paul
Hughes behind the winning MGB of
John Rhodes/Warwick Banks but
ahead of all manner of potent
machinery including the Jaguar E-type
of Jackie Oliver/Chris Craft and the
Austin-Healey 3000 of Paddy
Hopkirk/Roger Mac.
On a rare venture into touring car
racing, Mike and Paul shared a Mini
850 in the Snetterton 500 Ks round
of the European Touring Car
Championship. In among the Lotus
Cortinas, Alfa Romeo 1600 GTAs and
BMW 1800 Ti, it may not have been
the fastest car out there but at least
it finished the four-hour race with
fourth place in the 850 cc class.

active competition Mike remained
very much part of the
international sports car racing
scene. He became Chief Scrutineer
for the BRDC and in particular he
oversaw the various Rover saloon
car series. This led to his
appointment as a MSA Technical
Commissioner and FIA Technical
Delegate with a principal
involvement in Group C racing for
many years.
Mike was enrolled recently as
President of the Healey Drivers
Club following the departure of
Peter Healey from the post. The
Healey Drivers Club is the oldest
club for the Healey cars built by
Donald Healey at Warwick.
Founded in 1955 the club has
always had a member of the
Healey family as its President until
Mike's recent appointment.
Mike played an important role
developing the Fellowship of the
Motor Industry during his many
years on the committee and in
particular during his time as
Chairman for which we will always
be eternally grateful.
Beyond his technical genius, Mike
loved getting involved in the
community. For several years, he
created Buckingham Community
Racing, which was an after school
club for local teenagers,
introducing them to karting.
Furthermore, he was a member of
the local Rotary Club, and
PROBUS.

For the last three
years of his racing
career, Mike teamed
up with Roger
Heavens in Chevrons a B8 in 1970, a B16 in
1971 and a B21 in
1972.

Our thoughts are with Lyn, their
children Janet & Ian and their
Grandchildren Emily, Lucy and

After retiring from

Simone at this sad time.
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Martin Austin – Past President of the Fellowship of the Motor Industry
1945 - 2020
The Fellowship is very sad to announce the passing of Past
President Martin Austin. Martin was a wonderful friend to many
people in the industry and will be enormously missed by everyone
who had the privilege of knowing him.
He began his career at Longbridge as an Austin Technical Sales
Apprentice in 1964, following which he had a brief period as PA to
Filmer M Paradise the American Sales Director at the time.
He then went on the road as a “District Supervisor” for Newcastle
and the north east of England working out of the Glasgow regional
office. After that he went with BL to Australia as Sales Manager
where he worked closely with another Fellowship Past President
Tony Ball who was Chairman of BL Australia. It was whilst he was in
Australia that he met his charming wife Sonya.
He then returned to the U.K. to run the southern regional office. Then in the late seventies it was back
to Australia to run a large Toyota outlet in Sydney returning to the U.K. in the early eighties. Around
this time he took on the role as MD of the new UK Lada concession where he helped make many new
Lada dealers a lot of new money.
Following the merger of the Lada and Proton importers he left and established Corby Motor Group
which he ran until he retired. Whilst running Corby he also set up a great Chinese/Malay/Vietnamese
restaurant in Northampton with Alan Lamb, the England and Northampton cricketer.
Martin devoted a great deal of his time to motor industry organisations and his influence was an
enormous help to many people. He was Chairman of the Institute of Motor Industry council (IMI)
between 1999 - 2000 as well as holding the post of Honorary Treasurer and established a successful IMI
organisation in Malaysia with his local contacts.
Between 1997 – 2000 he was on the board of the Retail Motor Industry Federation and also served as
President of the Fellowship of the Motor Industry between 2014 – 2015. Many Fellows will remember
his wonderful sense of humour as a speaker at Fellowship events, and in particular his masterful
impersonation of the Cornish comedian Jethro!
As if his life was not busy enough he obtained a helicopter pilots licence and purchased a helicopter for
his own use travelling around the country. Martin led a full and successful business life, he was always
great company, a true friend to many people in the industry and will be greatly missed, but much
remembered.
Our condolences go to Martin’s wife Sonya and his two children Daniel and Emily
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Ken Smith – Past Chairman of the Fellowship of the Motor Industry
1931 - 2020
Past Fellowship Chairman Ken Smith sadly passed away on March
19 just eight days before his 90th birthday. It is though a blessing,
for as many know he had suffered with Alzheimer’s for some 15
years.
Ken was a man whose company was always a pleasure, for he
enjoyed the company of others. He was destined to work in the
motor industry, as his father had. Educated at Bromsgrove County
High School, he shone at maths, and trained after as an engineer,
becoming an Apprentice at ‘The Austin’ in 1947. From 1953-55 he
did his National Service in the RAF, where he gained his
commission as Flying Officer. He remained involved with the
Longbridge ATC until the 1970’s.
Upon his return to civilian work at Longbridge, he moved into Export Sales for Austin, then BMC and
finally BLMC, travelling the world from 1955 until 1972, as his twenty plus passports bear testimony.
Initially working in the Middle East, then the Caribbean and South America, and ultimately as Export
Supply Director, all over the World. It was in this environment that he built so many lifelong friendships
from all over the globe, but was also a homebuilder, marrying Gwyneth (RIP:2019) in 1956 and, of
course, father to David Owen-Smith and his daughter Gaynor.
Returning to UK business he became Supply & Programming Operations Director for BL at Redditch,
before working in the UK Zones, when he lived in Wansford, and then Wilmslow before in 1984 taking up
his final role as Director of Service Staffs at Cowley, prior to retirement in June 1990.
He was, along with his great friends Tony Jennings, Tony Ball and a few others greatly involved in the
building of the Midland Region of the FMI, a Fellow, Committee Member for many years, and Chairman
of the Fellowship from 2002 until 2004. He was also a proud member of the Austin Ex-Apprentices
Association, from the outset of his career until he became too ill to attend meetings.
He enjoyed sport, as any Fellows who attended the ‘Rome 6-Nations rugby trips’ will be aware! His
greatest love was boxing and for many years he was involved with the Austin Amateur Boxing Club, of
which he was Deputy Chairman and on the Committee for many years.
He was incredibly practical and would turn his engineer mind to most things involving DIY, but to relax
he loved gardening and ‘tinkering’ with his beloved garden railway.
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FMI Committee 2020 & Proposed 2021 Changes
Chairman

Brian Spratt

Vice Chairman

Peter Leake

Hon. Treasurer

Peter Cottle

Hon. Secretary

Brian Childs

Committee 2020

Brian Childs, Peter Cottle, Mike Garton, Tony Ham, Peter Leake, Peter Lewis-Jones,
Brian Spratt, Tina Steele, Paul Barrett, Graham Smith, David Manchester. Nigel Barfoot

Brian Spratt will step down as Chairman at the AGM having completed his two-year term in office and
Peter Leake is proposed as the new FELLOWSHIP Chairman. Brian Childs has offered his resignation from
the role of Honorary Secretary and Brian Spratt is proposed as the new Honorary Secretary, subject to
ratification at the AGM.
Peter Lewis-Jones has accepted the committee’s invitation, subject to ratification at the AGM, to
continue in his role as President and David Manchester is proposed as the new Vice Chairman.
It is hoped that, Covid-19 restrictions permitting, the AGM will be held as usual immediately prior to the
Annual Midlands Lunch. Full details will be provided once the arrangements for the Gaydon Lunch are
confirmed with the British Motor Museum.
In the meantime an agenda is included on the following page in anticipation of members being able to
attend the AGM in person.

NEW FELLOWS ENROLLED
We are delighted to extend a warm welcome to the following who have joined the Fellowship in the last
12 months. We look forward to seeing you and welcoming you to the Fellowship at forthcoming events.

Mike

Damant

Leicestershire

Philip

Price

Essex

George

Irvine

Gloucestershire

Mark

Robinson

West Yorkshire

Gary

Kirtley-Paine

Warwickshire

David

Russell

Surrey

Wayne

Noake

Hampshire

Robert

Stevens

Gloucestershire

Nick

Pratt

Yorkshire
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86th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Dear Fellow
I hereby give notice of the 86th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING to be held on
(Date to be confirmed) at the BRITISH MOTOR MUSEUM, GAYDON at 11:30 am.

AGENDA
1. To receive and adopt the Accounts for the twelve months ended 31st December 2020
2. Election of Officers
a. President

to re-appoint Mr Peter Lewis-Jones

b. Chairman

to appoint Mr Peter Leake

c. Vice Chairman

to appoint Mr David Manchester

d. Hon. Secretary

to appoint Mr Brian Spratt

e. Hon. Treasurer

to re-appoint Mr Peter Cottle

3. Election of the Committee
4. Any other business (21 days notice required to Hon Secretary)
Signed

HON. SECRETARY
1 December 2020
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Get to know the new Fellowship Chairman, PETER LEAKE
What started your interest in the Motor Industry? - It all began with my
father, Tom. Dad was the motoring correspondent and a director of the
Shropshire Star newspaper, and amateur race and rally driver. The cars he
brought home on test caused me to fall in love with the industry, and his
racing exploits just added cream to the motor industry cake. Dad was also a
Fellow of the FMI!
What was your first job in the Motor Industry? - An Austin Apprentice at
Longbridge in 1974; in fact the official title was Commercial Student. My first
job after successfully completing my apprenticeship in 1977 was Fleet Sales
Allocator, based at the then new BL Sales & Marketing HQ in Redditch. I
worked in the esteemed company of the likes of Clive Timms and Clive
Bannister, two great role models.
What is the biggest challenge that you have faced? – From a business perspective, it has to be the challenge of
setting-up the first ever role of Sales Training Executive for Jaguar Cars. My first boss when I moved over to Jaguar in
1982 was Richard Dickinson a maverick in training it would be fair to say! Richard set-up the Sales Training
department the year before and I was to be the first official ‘trainer’. Most of the BL training had been done
centrally at Studley, so Sales Training needed to be set-up at Jaguar as the Company prepared for separation from
BL. We looked after training in the UK but also took on the global role, which was particularly rewarding.
Who has been your biggest inspiration? - I think without doubt my greatest inspiration was Sir John Egan –
Chairman of Jaguar Cars from 1980 to 1990. A great leader who got everyone focused on the need, the urgency, to
get Jaguar back on its feet. The kind of man you’d follow into battle, no matter what the odds.
What advice would you give to someone starting out in the Motor Industry today? – Embrace the challenge! Our
industry is seeing change unprecedented in recent decades. Technology has gone forward in leaps and bounds, and
we need new people who can join our industry, able to embrace the changes so dearly needed to ensure our
industry stays at the cutting edge of technology. Not only are cars, and vehicles generally, going through massive
change (electric, hybrid and so on) but the retail network are also seeing huge change – we need new blood to help
that change move forward. Come and join us on this voyage of discovery, you certainly won’t regret it.
Who is your motoring hero? - The past racing driver, Pedro Rodriguez. As a child, I loved F1 as so many youngsters
do today, and he was my idol. Only ever winning 2 GPs – Cooper Maserati in 1967 then the Spa GP in Belgium for
BRM in 1970 – he was fearless. His true success was with the mighty Porsche 917s where he became World Sports
Car Champion in 1970 and 1971, after having won Le Mans in 1968. Sadly lost to us in a minor sports car race –
driving a Ferrari – in 1971.
What made you join the Fellowship? - A simple answer – Peter Lewis-Jones! I had heard of the FMI through initially
my father, though it was not until I was looking to take early retirement that the Fellowship came into strong focus.
I loved what the Fellowship stood for, particularly when industry folk were looking to either retire or move on and
wanted to maintain links with the industry that had given them their livelihoods for so many years. It was a nobrainer to join and I have to say, I’ve enjoyed every minute of being a Fellow.
What is your favourite sporting moment? - Being a rugby man, it has to be Jonny Wilkinson’s drop goal that won us
the 2003 Rugby World Cup – sensational.
What do you hope to achieve during your time as Fellowship Chairman? - To broaden the appeal of the Fellowship,
whilst maintaining the values that that have made us the success we are. I want to encourage more industry people
to join whilst providing strong and lasting fellowship. A tough task? We have the team to do it!
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METRO at 40
It is hard to believe that 40 years have passed since the Austin
Metro was launched to the world. The British Motor Museum
is hosting a brand new exhibition to celebrate one of Britain’s
best-selling small cars - entitled “Metro at 40”.
For the first time the Museum will be hosting the exhibition
online as part of its drive to have more online and accessible
insights into their collection. The exhibition, which went live
on 9 September 2020, is free to view from their website and
gives everyone the chance to celebrate this iconic car’s special birthday.
The online exhibition is packed with all things Metro
from the Archive, including facts, photos and film
clips. Visitors can also read about many fond
memories of the small hatchback, which have been
submitted to the Museum by Metro owners.
Anyone that would like to send in their own Metro
musings for the ‘Metro & Me’ feature can email
their stories and images to
museum@britishmotormuseum.co.uk.

BMW / MINI - CAR & MOTOR CYCLE PURCHASE SCHEME for FMI Members
For more information visit https://www.bmwparklaneleasing.com or call 0370 700 5218

At BMW Park Lane leasing department we pride ourselves on combining operational excellence with
fresh new ideas and thinking. Order your new BMW or MINI from our group stock where we have a
large number of vehicles available for immediate delivery Alternatively order a bespoke specification
direct from the factory knowing that your enquiry will be handled by trained advisors from the BMW
UK flagship retailer owned by BMW Group. Ring 0370 700 5218 or visit www.bmwparklaneleasing.com
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The FELLOWSHIP continues to look at ways in which we can broaden the appeal of The FELLOWSHIP. If
you know anybody who might be interested in becoming a Fellow please feel free to pass this message
on to them.
The FELLOWSHIP has been in existence for over 80 years providing Motor Industry colleagues, past
and present, with the opportunity to keep in touch and indeed make new acquaintances.

The FELLOWSHIP is open to men and women who have worked in any sector of
the Motor Industry.
We have around 700 current members from a wide cross section of the Motor
Industry – so whichever sector you are from you will find people with a similar
background.
It is especially attractive to those of you that are approaching retirement or reducing
your working hours, and have a little more flexibility with your own diary.
The FELLOWSHIP has a varied programme of events across the UK; these include
lunches with amusing and interesting speakers, visits to manufacturing plants,
golf, horse racing, motor museums, and the ability to visit certain places that are
difficult to gain entry.
We ensure that the cost of attending events is not prohibitive, and we often
benefit from very attractive discounts. Typically, the average event would cost
between £35 and £50.
Many of our new members have been introduced to the FELLOWSHIP by current
members, but if you do not know anyone do make contact with us and we will do
the rest.
We are a very open and friendly organisation and we will make sure you are made
very welcome. No “cliques” just a set of people with a love for the Motor Industry
and who enjoy fun and FELLOWSHIP.
Cost of membership is very reasonable - only £25 per year with payment due on 1st January each year.
Read what one of our new Fellows has to say when asked ‘Why the
Fellowship’?
“To join like-minded people with a passion for cars, our
industry and all things automotive. It might sound a wellused line “to give something back”, but our wonderful
business has been my life, so, yes, it is time to use what I
have experienced and learnt to help others entering what
is a very different time in our world.”
M ike Da ma nt

Interested?
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To: The Hon. Secretary

Fellowship of the Motor Industry,
28 Tudor Avenue, Gidea Park, Romford, Essex, RM2 5LB

I wish to become a Fellow of the Fellowship of the Motor Industry and hereby agree, if elected, to abide by the Rules & ByLaws of the Fellowship.
I have been engaged in the Motor Industry for years,
with

commencing in the year

since when my active positions in the industry have been

Applicant

Proposer

Surname

Surname

First Name(s)

First Name(s)

Address

Address

Post Code

Post Code

Date of Birth

Tel Number

Tel Number

Mobile

Mobile

e-mail

e-mail
Annual subscription £25 (payable strictly by Bankers Order on 1st January each year).
The Fellowship uses personal data provided by Fellows and others for the purpose of administrating membership and events
in accordance with the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR). The Fellowships full privacy statement can be found on
our website or by clicking HERE

Date

Signature

Standing Order Mandate
To

Bank PLC

Sort code:

Address

Post Code

Please pay: Barclays Bank plc, Sort Code: 20-89-16, for the credit of: Fellowship of the Motor Industry Account Number
50351644 the sum of £25 (twenty five pounds) commencing 1st January and thereafter annually on 1st January until further
notice from me / us in writing. Quoting Reference
and debit my / our account accordingly. This instruction cancels
any previous order in favour of the beneficiary named above under this reference
Account to be debited

Account No:

Date:

Signature
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